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Over 500 Students

Annual Leadership Conference

by Courtney Schofield,
Reporter

while public students have a
maximum award of $2,150.

by Megan Myers,
Copy Editor

Many University students
are caught in somewhat
of a catch-22 as Missouri
legislators decide whether
or not to cut funding for
thousands of independent
university students. The
catch-22 is this: because
of the poor economy, the
state may substantially
decrease the value of the
Missouri Access Grant for
independent university
students. However, also
because of the poor economy,
many independent university
students are now in need of
the grant more than ever.

Those Missouri students
in need attending public
universities would see an
increase in their grants (a 25%
increase says anti-legislative act
website, keepmeincollege.org),
while independent students
would see a decrease of 38%,
“capping the maximum Access
Missouri grant award at $2,850
per student,” says the website.

About 188 student leaders
from schools all over St.
Louis, including 65 students
of the University, gathered
inside the
Dunham
Student
Activity Center
on Feb. 7 to
learn how
to lead their
clubs and
organizations
with passion,
vision, and
Students give each other backrubs during an ice
creativity at
breaker activity at this year’s SOLD Conference
(Photo courtesy of Chris Gill)
the annual
Summit on
this was the best SOLD that
Leadership Development.
we have done so far. We had
While attendees to the
a 60% increase in attendance
conference were given many
over last year. Things went
challenges throughout
smoothly — more or less—
the day, the first and most
and everyone seemed to have
difficult was, perhaps,
gotten something out of it,
getting up on a Saturday
which is great considering
before 9 a.m. - the crack of
that most college students
dawn to some students.
don’t want to wake up early
on a Saturday morning.”
Nevertheless, the turnout

Currently, the grant is
available to those students
who have filled out their
FAFSA, and have financial
needs not met as determined
by the state. The Missouri
Department for Higher
Education cites that
independent university
students are awarded a
minimum of $2,000 and
a maximum of $4,600,

On the other hand, an article
released by STLtoday.com
cites the current system as
downright unfair and that,
“Modifying Access Missouri
to provide equal awards to
students attending public
and private colleges is sound
policy that would better
serve public interest.”
Unfortunately, the cost of
public school, for many, is
more expensive than the cost
of independent schools, since
public schools do not offer
as many scholarships or at as
high of a value as independent

See “Grant” on p.2

for this year’s five-hour
long summit pleasantly

surprised Director of Student
Development Chris Gill, who
planned and organized the
event along with Sara Hotze,
a graduate intern at Maryville
University. Says Gill, “I think

See “SOLD” on p.3

U.S. Citizenship Ceremony to be Part of Next Ded. Semester
by Elizabeth SharpeTaylor, Reporter

“In a since, this experience
and theme relates to all of us.”

designed to expand discussion
across the curriculum.

The University begins
arrangements for next fall’s
dedicated semester on
Immigrant experiences as
faculty begins to finalize
schedule of guest speakers,
panels and special events. The
highlight of the dedicated
semester comes in October
as the University will host
a naturalized citizenship
swearing-in ceremony on
the University’s campus.

Blattner sits down with the
Fontbanner to discuss the
importance of this dedicated
semester and the impact it will
have on students. “Students
will get the opportunity to
experience different cultures,
break barriers and understand
other people’s heritages
through food, film, and
guest speakers” says Blattner.
“We expect students to
gain a better understanding
of the difficulties people
from other countries face
as they move and leave
their natural countries.”

Courses like Bosnian
Immigration Narratives
taught from the English and
Communications department,
a Terrorism, War, Peace and
Human Rights taught from
the business department and
a music appreciation class on
Benedictions to Broadway:
Jewish Musical Traditions
will be taught next semester.
A complete list can be found
in the Fall 09 catalog.

Vice President and Dean
for Academic Affairs Dr.
Nancy Blatter believes the
swearing-in ceremony will
give a greater awareness of
the cultural differences in
our community that makes
us united. “All of us have
ancestors that emigrated from
other countries,” says Blattner.

Celebrating differences
through a swearing-in
ceremony is one of many
specialties scheduled for
the semester. Immigrant
Experiences will also have
complimenting class courses

Associate Professor of
History and Co-Chair of
the Dedicated Semester Task
Force Dr. Jack Luzkow says
“[students will] acquire new
knowledge about traveling
from one language, culture,
and nation to another while
developing sensitivity about
the internal psychological
impact when one travels

through time and space.”
Dr. Luzkow believes this
the relative courses for
the dedicated semester
will encourage campus
community and promote
large campus discussion.
The University will also
post an application for
naturalization on the
University website as a tool
for public knowledge on
citizenship requirements.
Dedicated semester events
kick-off in August with
Director of Annunciation
House Rueben Garcia
as guest speaker. Local
community members are
highly encouraged to attend
events as part of Fontbonne’s
commitment to involve the
public extending University
focus beyond campus borders.

A Student Publication of Fontbonne University
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The Font-santo Connection: University to Add New Greenhouse
by David Dickerson, Reporter
Thanks to a generous donation, the
University will soon be receiving
a new modern greenhouse facility.
At February’s all-campus meeting,
Vice President for Institutional
Development Marilyn Sheperd
explained that the Monsanto
Corporation has decided to contribute
to the University’s mission and vision.

The original greenhouse built in
the 1920’s underwent a renovation
along with the first floor of the
science labs in 1988. Since then the
greenhouse has been a “fundamental
tool,” says Sheperd, that has been
invaluable to biology and health
and environmental science students.
Monsanto’s willingness to donate to
the University will make this
the third greenhouse associated
with the science building.

was negotiated with SM Wilson,
our general contractor. SM Wilson
will hire a sub-contractor to do the
work on the greenhouse.” And while
Monsanto has contributed to buying
the naming rights to the greenhouse
other naming opportunities remain
Sheperd saying “businesses may wish
to name a classroom, or a lab, or many
of the other spaces in the building.”
Monsanto is affiliated with
the University as a “generous
donor,” says Sheperd adding their
contribution will be an outright
gift to the University, so no debt
will incur in the building process.
Associate Professor and Chairperson
of the Department of Biological and
Physical Science David Thomasson

“Monsanto’s generous
gift of $100,000 will be
acknowledged through the
naming of the greenhouse,”
says Sheperd. The company
name will be placed on
or around the building
upon completion.

we are very grateful.” He says that he
is very pleased with Monsanto’s efforts
to reach out into the community and
says “they have been very good to us
over the years.” Because the greenhouse
is a fairly new project many students
are unaware of the building changes,
but Thomasson says “most students
that he has talked to seemed very
pleased knowing they will be utilizing
a new modern greenhouse.”

The new building will have a building
extension near the current greenhouse
that will house a new elevator tower
as well as a new student lounge. The
addition of the elevator tower will
allow students and faculty more
convenience when working within
and outside of the greenhouse.
Thomasson said current greenhouse
users have to access
the greenhouse by
traveling outside of the
biology building to get
into the greenhouse.

With Thomasson
excited about the new
greenhouse, University
students should not be
far behind. University
junior and biology
an^wMcid^swir
Ahr iMmsain'ti giiE wiil' cover
Shrestha says “a new
the cost of the new building;
greenhouse
would be
and Sheperd says “students
very good for the
benefit by becoming the
Picture provided by Associate Vice Presidentfor Facilities Elmer Schneider to
beneficiaries of a first-rate give students andfaculty an idea ofwhat the new modern facility will look like. University.” He
is comparing the
facility.” Monsanto has
can
’
t
wait
for
the
new
state
of
the
current
greenhouse
to other University
been a continued supporter of the
art facility to be constructed and
greenhouses saying “our greenhouse
University in the past, and Sheperd
explains
the
new
greenhouse
will
does not look well equipped; our
says “The Biological and Physical
have
an
updated
automatic
sprinkler
greenhouse does not look like
Science Department as well as the
system,
and
that
the
building
something is going on with it.”
Human Environmental Department
will
be
basically
the
same
with
an
are looking forward to expanding
Shrestha says the Monsanto donation
addition of 50 percent more space
the use of the greenhouse.” The
is nice for the school and that it
and a new location on the second
current greenhouse is 20 feet by
should be helpful because the current
floor within the same building.
10 feet and Sheperd says the new
greenhouse is too small and needs
facility will be 50 percent larger.
Thomasson says, “I think the new
major updating that would allow
greenhouse
building
will
be
a
students
to get better more extensive
Sheperd says, “the new greenhouse
tremendous
asset
to
the
institution
and
results during experiments.
will be a part of the contract that

Shrestha explains that he has only
used the greenhouse the past two
semesters but admits that with updated
equipment, students will be able to do
hybrid experiments “that would make
them more marketable to companies
like Monsanto when they look to hire
biology and physical science majors.”
He is currently growing vegetables
in the greenhouse as part of his
lab work experiment this semester,
and says he has had good luck with
growing tomatoes, green peas, maize
and other flowers like snap dragons.
University students are not the only
ones excited about the Monsanto
donation, says Department of
Biological and Physical Sciences Lab
Prep Assistant Erica Jones. Jones
believes that for the University to
be competitive and attract biology
students “we need to have a better
facility.” Jones was a student
in the biology program at the
University for four years before
working in the department for
the past two and a half years.
Like Shrestha, Jones, who graduated
from the biology program in
2006, thinks that space is a major
concern with the greenhouse, “the
and primitive,” she says. However,
Jones admits the greenhouse allows
students to “get the basic job done,”
although tasks may seem hard at first.

Jones says the current greenhouse is
having problems with its watering
system so she will be happy to be able
to water plants with a hose versus
by hand with a jug or bucket. Jones
currently waters the plants in the
greenhouse with the assistance of
work study students. On the bright
side Jones says “the greenhouse does
have a nice lighting system, so that
students can better adjust lighting.”

“Grant” cont’dfrom p.l

institutions. The cutting of the grant,
then, would prove detrimental for
“507 students with demonstrated
financial need,” says a University press
release, who may have to leave the
University for a less costly education.
Director of Communications and
Marketing, Mark Johnson, admits
that the problem is not just for
those 507 students, but instead for
the entire University. He says, “If
the reductions take place and our
enrollment drops as a result, it will
have ramifications for all of us.”
Sophomore Stacey Ciolek, who
receives the grant says, “I probably

won’t have to completely quit
going to Fontbonne, but my family
would struggle a lot. If it causes
us to struggle too much, then I
would have to go somewhere else
if I can’t find more funding.”

independent university students.
One approach would be “to allow
private university students receiving
Access Missouri grants to continue
receiving them at current levels
until they earn their degrees.”

Though the STLtoday article favors
the reduced grant, it does acknowledge
that those independent institution
students who currently receive the
grant “do not have the resources to
replace suddenly lost dollars,” and
while, “there is no simple solution
to this problem,” there are a couple
of approaches that the state could
take to protect the education of

Another approach, though
impractical, “would be to raise the
maximum Access Missouri award
to $4,600—the current maximum
for students at private schools—for
all qualifying students attending
four-year institutions, public and
private.” Unfortunately, there is no
guarantee that either of these solutions
will even be considered in the bill.

Luckily, there may still be hope
as students from 33 independent
institutions take action to stop the
legislation from passing. Circulatory
e-mails have made their rounds
in the University system, urging
students to take action by getting
informed and writing letters.

Ciolek says that she hasn’t written
anything yet, but that she has,
“signed up for the keepmeincollege.
org website mailing list.” Signing
the list, says the website, “will cost
you nothing but it could keep you
— and your friends — in college.”

SOLD Conference keynote speaker Gary
Tuerack provided attendees with these
tips from his book, “Better Grades in Less
Timer”

, Review Notes Within Five Hours
, Take 20 minute “power naps”
, Mornings and Nights are the best times to
study
4 Give yourself breaks
To see more advicefrom Tuerack, visit:
, Eat light meals and go easy on the sugar,
http:/1urww. totalsuccess, com
caffeine, and carbohydrates
and click on “more stuff, ” (username and 4 Visuals increase information retention by 40%
password are both “success”)!
(See “SOLD” article on front page & cont’d below)
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Wash-U Continues Their Game of Monopoly
by Jake King, Reporter

In the October 2007 issue of
The Fontbanner, Austin Skinner
reported that the University had
been unsuccessful in the purchase of
the old Christian Brothers College
from Concordia Seminary. The bid
winner was Washington University.
Since then it seems that Wash. U.’s
game of monopoly continues. Here
is a quick re-cap of the purchase
proposition that Skinner reported:
The property originally went up
for sale in the early fall months of
2006. Dr. Gary Zack, Vice President
for Finance and Administration at
Fontbonne University said that it was
“Thanksgiving, 2006, that Concordia
contacted us [the University]” to
see if there was interest. Soon after,
internal talks began as the old CBC
offered much needed expansion in
close proximity to the University. Ihe
University was prepared to borrow
the funds needed to purchase the

property. Zack went on record to

say that there “would [have been]
long-term debt and we [planned] to
repay the principal and interest from
the future net revenue that would be
the result of increased enrollment.”

Let’s face it; the 8.5 acre slice of
heaven located in the 6500 block
of Clayton Road would have been a
major upgrade for Fontbonne. The
site contains 8 buildings, 169,000
square feet of space including
classrooms, offices, a theater, library,
gymnasium, cafeteria, and a 150space parking lot. Skinner reported
that if Fontbonne would have been
successful in its purchase of the site
it would have allowed for a 20%
increase in student enrollment (600
students). However, in the final
round of bidding for the site, Wash.
U„ with an endowment plan of $4.7
billion, purchased the site out from
under Fontbonne and an un-named
real estate developer. Apparently,

Wash. U.S previous purchases of the
Pennsylvania Railroad and Atlantic
Avenue just weren’t good enough.

In December of 2008, the School
District of Clayton Board of Education
adopted a new Facilities Master Plan.
About the same time, Washington
University responded positively to
past District interest in exploring a
potential exchange of properties. The
Board felt that the “late-breaking
development with Washington
University warranted more focused
consideration and, as a result, decided
to not act on any recommended
improvements for the middle school.”
Under preliminary proposals, with
Washington University, the District
would receive the former CBC High
School site (8.5 acres) plus finance
incentives that would help with
construction and renovation of a new
middle school. In return, Washington
University would receive the existing
Wydown Middle School site (4.8 acres)

and the Maryland School and Bracken
Building properties (3.2 acres).
On January 21, 2009, the Board
voted to seek funding for the
recommendations made in the Master
Plan by placing a $51 million bond
issue (Proposition S) before voters
on April 7 to fund improvements to
all schools except Wydown Middle
School. In a recent Board of Education
newsletter the Board stated that,
following the April 7, 2009, “we will
engage the community in a serious
conversation about which option for
our middle school is truly the best
for our students, our parents, our
patrons and our neighbors. Our efforts
will be focused on working with the
community to develop a plan for
Wydown Middle School, either at a
new location or on its current site.”
The Board of Education said in a
statement that “currently the main
see “Monopoly” on p.12

“SOLD” cont’dfrom p.l

Maryville University and Fontbonne
have been co-sponsoring the event
for five years. Other Universities
represented were McKendree, the
University of Illinois-Springfield, St.
Charles Community College, Saint
Louis College of Pharmacy, and
Webster University. Students from
several local high schools including
Roosevelt High and Clyde C. Miller
Career Academy also attended.
As students checked in for this years
SOLD, themed “empowerment,” they
received a program and a red folder
containing a name tag and information
about the conferences speakers. Some
students then sat down to enjoy
the Krispy Kreme doughnuts and
coffee provided, while others sought
in vain to snooze a little through
blaring rock music in the cafeteria.
To get attendees’ blood moving. Gill
initiated a round of the ice-breaker
game, “Ships & Sailors,” with several
students onstage to help illustrate the
rules and determine who was “out.”

Ihe dubious honor of being the first
person out happened to go to the
day’s first presenter, Vice President of
Student Affairs Randi Wilson, who
spoke about the qualities necessary
for empowering others. To illustrate
the practical ways in which traits
such as efficient time management,
creativity, and enthusiasm are useful
for student leaders to possess, Wilson
had eight students perform an
impromptu skit in which they ‘told
a story’ using objects such as a clock.

a cardboard box, and a set of pom
poms, with inevitably comedic results.

The summit’s keynote address
was delivered by Gary Tuerack. A
motivational speaker and founder of
Ihe Society of Success and Leadership,
Tuerack shocked many in the DSAC
audience when, instead of speaking
about how to make money, he literally
demonstrated how to destroy it.
Encouraging students to “do what they
love” instead of “makfing] money the
pursuit,” he took out a $ 10 bill and
tore it up into pieces, ignoring the
desperate pleas of audience members.
“It’s not even your $10!” said Tuerack.
“We’re emotionally connected to the
money, and it keeps us from pursuing
our real passion in life.” Saying that he
was “not about waste, but doing good,”
Tuerack later gave the bill to a man in
the audience who said he would tape it
back together and donate it to charity.
The most dramatic portion ofTuerack’s
speech came when he instructed
students to imagine that they had
only six months to live and asked
them to write down all of the things
they would want to accomplish and
experience in this time. Tuerack also
presented students with his “three-day
challenge,” in which they should “live
life all-out, on the edge” for three days.

Tuerack’s message was well-received,
as the majority of surveys collected
from SOLD attendees revealed.
Even in the days after the summit,
students such as freshman Kelly Doyle
were still singing his praises. “The
keynote speaker was phenomenal,”

says Doyle. “His demonstrations and
activities throughout the presentation
[...] made it interactive, and they
correlated very well with the goal
of becoming better leaders.”

Andrew Cohen, also a freshman, was
struck by the speaker’s ability to appeal
to his age group. “I felt like he was one
of our peers, and he really knew how
to get through to us,” says Cohen. As
the winner of The University’s spring
break trip to Ireland, Cohen says he

from his book, "Better Grades in
Less Eime,” a copy of which he has
donated to the University’s library.
At noon, attendees returned to the
DSAC for lunch, which was catered
by Jimmy John’s. Despite even
the chocolate-chunk cookies that
accompanied them, however, the
boxed sandwiches were not a high
note in the conference for one student,
junior Scott Ellis, who earlier had
participated in Wilson’s skit. “I’m a
huge meat fan,” says Ellis, “So
I ended up just scraping off
the veggies and piling the meat
onto one side so that I had at
least half of a good sandwich!”

Dining deficiencies aside, Ellis says
he took some valuable information
away from SOLD, including
the importance of raking the
initiative. “I learned that if you
Keynote speaker Gary Tuerack
hopes to
are kind of having doubts in your
(Courtesy of Chris Gill)
remember
mind about whether or not you can
well Tuerack’s message of “seizing
do something, just do it.” During the
opportunities as soon as they
break-out session he attended, Ellis
come” during his travels.
says he seized an opportunity to put
the lessons of the day into practice:
After the keynote address, students
“I started trying to flirt with this girl,
were split up into smaller groups
and I ended up getting a date! I was
based on their grade level and
like, hooray for the conference!”
experience for 45-minute long
“breakout sessions” held in various
After lunch, students split up again
buildings on the University’s campus.
for more break-out sessions until
Ihe seminars featured topics such as
the closing ceremony in the Lewis
personal development, personality
Room of the library, where Tuerack
styles, and emphasizing leadership
charmingly opted to sit among
experience in a resume, and were
the students. As the crowd left the
led by various presenters from
room, they received free yellow tthe two sponsor schools and by
shirts to commemorate the event.
Tuerack, who presented key points
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Dr. Jason Sommer: Artist/Scholar of the Year
by Abena Ampofo, Reporter

“Fewer and fewer people are
interested in poetry,” says
Dr. Jason Sommer, regardless
of the fact that a crowd of
faculty, students, and friends
gathered to hear his. And
since Sommer is the recipient
of many awards, such as
the Whiting Foundation
Writer’s Award, and now the
University’s Artist/Scholar of
the Year Award, not only are
people interested in his poetry
but they recognize his talent.
As he stepped on stage to his
reading on February 9, the
first phrase uttered by author,
poet, and Professor of English,
was “present at my own
funeral.” With a slight smirk
on his face, he delivered this
classic expression under his
breath and directly through
the microphone, after a
thoughtful introduction from
Chairperson and Associate
Professor, Dr. Ben Moore.
As he stood under the spot
light, he read his poetry to
an audience silenced by their
attentiveness. The only other
sound to fill the room was the

wind’s whistles, which added a
score to his lyrics. And while
Sommer believes that poetry
is “one of the last things that
requires one’s full attention,”
he instantly garnered the
audiences’ and readers who
identify with his art.
This talent was birthed during
his early years by storybook
readings from his mother,
nursery rhymes, and street
rhymes which filled his Bronx
neighborhood. “The Bronx
was full of lovely rhymes,
I liked the sound of them;
funny ones, serious ones, and
I tried to imitate them,” says
Sommer.
During elementary schooling,
he studied the Hebrew Bible,
and learned to appreciate
literature and the effectiveness
of stories, from the scripture
and its analysis. The stories
he read or stories told to him
by family members all work
to “make sense of confusion,”
he says.

Not only do the words
compel Dr. Sommer, but the
sound of different languages,

like the ones he heard from
his father, and language itself,
work to portray the beauty
of communication. “I got the
notion that language was fun
to work with,” says Sommer,
“I wanted to be someone who
could work with language, at
its challenging.”
Challenges seem to only
fuel his drive, and during
adolescence, his smarts
allowed him to skip a grade
and graduate with highest
honors from DeWitt
Clinton High in Bronx. His
intelligence, with an added
mixture of “supporting the
bad habit of poetry,” says
Sommer, propelled him to
publish his first poem in a
college literary magazine,
of which he was the editor.
He later graduated magna
cum laude and earned
departmental honors.
Sommer’s family has also
seen many challenges, for his
father and aunt are survivors
of the Holocaust. This
distinct aspect of his life is
incorporated in his poetry, as
in this excerpt from “Speaking

of the Lost:”
[I cannot look at Lilly as I ask
/ my father about his younger
brother Shumel I whom
she knew only a little, I the
brother also of her husband
Harry / sitting on my left. Of
these I survivors of slave-labor
and war, I her history may
be the worst, I and she never
speaks of it, not of Auschwitz
I or the brothers of her own
she lost there, / so it’s her eyes
I avoid as I break the etiquette
I forbidding anyone to ask
for speech I when speech is
memory and memory is pain.]
“I tell intricate poems,
concrete, where you can
touch, feel, and taste,” says
Sommer. “Iff do it right,
you’ll experience it along with
me because the specifics are
there.”
As he read a variety of poems
from his books “Lifting
the Stone,” “Other People’s
Troubles,” and “The Man
Who Sleeps in my Office,”
the audience heard about
road rage, family dynamics,
plane crashes, love, and lapses
in time. And every time he

ended a poem, there was
always some sort of reaction
from the crowd, whether it
was laughter, head nods, or a
slight “hum.” Sommer works
hard for those responses;
though he says the writing
process is often impeded
by his own personality, he
constructs many drafts before
a poem is completed. “Poetry
travels from the private to the
private,” says Sommer. “The
reader hears T and they need
a reason to care about the T
in the poem; that’s the most
difficult and therefore the
most satisfying.”

Sommer was honored with
the 2008-2009 Artist/Scholar
Award from nominations by a
committee of faculty and staff.
Vice President and Dean
of Academic Affairs, Nancy
Blattner, summarized the
reason Sommer was chosen
when she said, “His work is
extensive and demonstrates
quality, and has received
critical acclaim from his
audience.”

Non-Traditional Students Chime In
by David Dickerson,
Reporter

In fall 2008, the Registrar’s
Office at the University
reported a student enrollment
of 2,967 students to
the National Center for
Education Statistics, according
to Director of Institutional
Research and Assessment
Mathew Feldman. And, of
those University students
reported, over 50 percent of
them are non-traditional,
meaning over the age of 24.
While the transition of
returning to the classroom
is not easy, many older
intellectuals are attempting
to capture their dreams and
tell their experiences to other
students and faculty members
so they can better understand
their needs and challenges.
Senior and art major Cheryl
Gunnell said she selected
the University over Webster
University when considering
her choices to return to school
because of its central location,
convenience to where she
was working and the smaller
class sizes-which she hoped

would lead to more personal
attention. Gunnalo decided to
live on campus, allowing her
to receive the entire University
experience: “I figured it would
best serve my needs to live in
student housing. That way, I
can combine my living and
educational expenses,” says
Gunnell.

While many of Gunnell’s
experiences living with
traditional students have
been positive, she says it has
been a learning adventure.
“Who didn’t know that soap
is a required part of the dish
cleaning process and that
there is not a trash fairy that
magically whisks away the
mess in the house?” She also
adds, “I think it’s imperative
that non-traditional students
have housing available to
them that meets their unique
needs.” The University uses
Cotta Hall to assist older
students adjust to dorm
life; however, Gunnell does
not believe the location is
sufficient or meets the needs
of older students who prefer
studying over “partying like a
rock star.”

Like most students, Gunnell
has faced challenges
financially and has not always
been able to purchase needed
books or art supplies. She has
found that being pro-active
and informing instructors
always helps. “Director of
Financial Aid Nicole Moore
is truly dedicated. She has
been in my corner since the
beginning and has worked
diligently to help me create
the funding I need to stay
enrolled,” says Gunnell.
University senior Jennifer
Spears selected this institution
to pursue her master’s degree
because this is where she
earned her undergraduate
degree. Spears is a commuter
student and as much as she
loves the school, she hates the
parking, saying “sometimes I
have to get here hours before
class to find parking.”
Spears, 34, completed her
undergraduate program in
1998 and re-enrolled at the
institution in 2007. What
Spears say she love most about
the institution is the Kinkel
Center, the cheap meals and
the good teachers. “I have

had three instructors that I
thought were really great,”
she adds, “I think most of
the instructors want you to
succeed.”

the afternoon or evening.
“Things are too limited in my
department, there is generally
one slot for each class,” St.
Lewis says.

Spears thinks the University
could better accommodate
non-traditional students with
better library hours and more
classes offered (each semester).
Spears said after completing
her required course load at the
University she hopes to start
her career in teaching. In the
meantime, Spears says that she
is enjoying the experience and
learning a lot.

Like St. Lewis, senior
Sharon Atlas chose the
University because someone
recommended it to her and
she believes it was a great
decision. Atlas, 36, admits her
experience at the University
has been rocky but says she
has had some good times.
Atlas says she “loves the classes
offered at the University as
well as the small campus.”
Atlas also said she enjoys the
staff in the Ryan Dining Hall
as well as the library staff
Atlas thinks the University
can better assist nontraditional students with
more tutoring. She utilizes
the Kinkel Center but says,
“The average non-traditional
student needs more than two
hours of tutoring a day. And if
the student is receiving math
help, they may need endless
tutoring because either you
get it or you don’t.”

Another senior enjoying her
educational experience at
the University is business
major Camille St. Lewis. St.
Lewis, 29, is a commuter
student and says that she
chose the University to
complete her undergraduate
program because someone
recommended it to her. St.
Lewis believes the University
can better fulfill the needs of
students by offering a larger
selection of classes and have
the classes offered once in
the morning as well as in
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Retention Numbers Up; Task Force Deemed Successful
by Cathy Burns, Reporter
“Retention is a nationwide
problem,” says Vice President
for Enrollment Management
Peggy Musen. She is leading
a task force - along with
Vice President and Dean
for Academic Affairs Nancy
Blattner, and Vice President
for Student Affairs Randi
Wilson - that aims to
improve retention rates at the
University.

Ostensibly, the task force’s
efforts were successful:
retention rates for freshmen
from Fall 2008 to Spring
2009 were up between 5%
and 6%. However, Musen
says that it will take a couple
years to determine the success
of these measures.

The task force spoke with
some individuals at Illinois

College, who were addressing
their own retention issues, but
hired no outside consultants.
Armed with piles of data,
they took a “cross-section
of faculty, administration,
and staff’ and convened for
a two-day retreat last June.
They looked at what was
being done and how students’
experience could be improved.
Musen says, “A lot is already
in place to engage students.”
There are multiple reasons
for the University wanting
to retain students. Musen
explains that it is “cheaper
to retain a student” than to
recruit new ones. In addition,
she believes that students who
stay the entire four years have
a “much fuller experience.”

Several measures were
implemented as a result of
the retreat. Two focus groups
have taken place with faculty

and staff participating, and
one is scheduled for students,
so the University can find
out how well it is meeting
students’ expectations.
Workshops for faculty and
staff were held in August
before the fall semester began,
with specific customer service
workshops for staff focusing
on the idea of “student as
consumer.”

The new retention plan
stresses early intervention
and letting students know
where help was available.
Two examples were the
“Got a Question? Ask me.”
buttons and the Griffin
Gurus assigned to each
incoming Freshman. Musen
and the other members
of the task force wanted
to create an environment
where all students could feel
connected. Though last year’s

retention rates for residential
students and commuters were
comparable, Musen asks of
the commuter, “What can
connect you?”
Athletes usually return at
fairly high rates, due in large
part to the fact that they come
in and are already connected
with teammates, but part of
the early intervention aspect
involves more communication
with team coaches.
“We’ve been working hard to
alert people about Missouri
Access grants,” says Musen,
who encourages students
who have not contacted their
state legislators to do so. She
explains that over $1.5 million
in Access grants are awarded
to Fontbonne students, and
notes that the proposed
legislation which would
eliminate these monies to

students at private universities
is discriminatory.

If the funding is cut, “[the
University] has a plan in place
to make up that difference,”
says Musen. “We’re very aware
of the economic climate,
and we are working with
students.” More scholarships
were made available this year
to help students keep up with
rising tuition costs, she says.
Scholarship availability has
not been increased in five or
six years.

Musen is pleased with
the attitude around the
University: “I’ve seen a buyin from the entire campus.”
The task force will continue
to assess the efficacy of the
plan and make changes
as necessary. Musen says,
“We want to make sure the
experience here is positive.”

Visitors Make Themselves at Home on Campus
by David Dickerson,
Reporter

Fontbonne University receives
a variety of visitors on its
Glayton campus for several
reasons such as various
home game sporting events,
guest speaker series, as well
as people who are simply
interested in the University
and just want to take a tour of
the facility for future reference
or use.
However, the University
also has visitors who come
on campus and use the
institution’s facilities to stay
warm or cool given the time
of the year, print excessive
material off of computers,
and at times sleep. While
the issue of non-university
students coming on campus
remains to be of little concern
right now: The campus is
being proactive to make sure
there are no concerns down
the road.

Senior Mary Maxfield says
she has heard of homeless
people and non-University
students being on campus,
but Maxfield says, “there are
no specific people that I can

point out.
The University is a private
institution and has several
common areas open to the
community, such as the
library. Maxfield doesn’t mind
outsiders using the school’s
computers and resources
saying, “It’s not a bother

we identify students versus
non-students?”

Overall, McCaslin is pleased
with the atmosphere in the
library and believes that there
are no security concerns.
’’Fontbonne students are just
as likely to be problematic and
disruptive as our visitors,” she
says.

Safety for our
students is what’s Director of Public Safety
~+
Bob Kraeuchi says that
because most important, J J
we have had
•*

there are
enough resources.” However,
Maxfield does have a problem
with uncontrolled children
in the computer lab and
says, “There’s something that
draws people here,” meaning
children and adults of all ages.

University Librarian Sharon
McCaslin reports that one
reason the University receives
a lot of visitors is because
of its curriculum library.
McCaslin says, “A good thing
to do is add a service to the
community.”
Like Maxfield, McCaslin
agrees that she has seen
unwanted visitors on the
premises but says, “How do

a couple of
unwanted
people on the premises, but
they have been escorted off.
Kraeuchi assures students
that, “there are no real
problems.” He says, however,
the issue of visitors on campus
is “something we keep an eye
»
on.

Like Maxfield, Kraeuchi
thinks that there are,
“activities on campus that
draw people in” but believes
that that is, “part of their
goal.” Kraeuchi understands
that visitors come on
campus, but says, “They
have a legitimate reason to
be here.” In fact some of
the “nonstudents” might be

students: “Non-traditional
students vary in age at
Fontbonne.” Kraeuchi then
explained that the university
has an open campus policy.
Typically, non-students
on campus hang out in
the library, but another
popular unsuspected place
is the Dunham Student
Activity Center (DSAC).
Because the DSAC is not
always supervised, rules are
broken, and student visitors
do not always sign in. “The
University gymnasium is not
a public recreation facility,”
says Director of Student
Development Chris Gill. Gill
also says the visitor situation
“ultimately boils down to a
safety issue. Our responsibility
is to keep our students safe,”
says Gill.

Gill says the, “most
frequented places for nonstudents are the library and
the DSAC weight facilities.
They go to these places
because there is no one to
question them; no one checks
IDs, no one checks who really
belongs.”

Gill assures students that
there have been no incidents
that he has heard about
regarding visitors on campus;
however, he reports that he
has witnessed security asking
people to leave the University
premises, which confirm
Kraeuchi’s earlier report.
Gill does not mind alumni
using University facilities;
however, he says, “Safety for
our students is what’s most
important.”

If you feel unsafe on campus or need
to report any crimes, safety concerns
or suspicious people, the Public Safety
Office may be reached 24/7 at 314889-4596. In addition, you can dial
HELP from any campus telephone.
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Womens Basketball Falls Short,
But Celebrates 2008/2009 Season
by John Gibson, Reporter

With the basketball season
fresh off its dose, the womens
team has reason to celebrate,
having finished just shy of
the conference title and a bid
to the Division III NCAA
National Tournament.

The team, led by Katie Kirby
and Calli Collier, won in
the semifinal round versus
Westminster on February
26, routing them 71-52
and clinched a spot in
the conference title game
against Maryville. Defeating
Maryville would have been
a tough task considering
Maryville went undefeated
in conference play and has
taken the crown of the
SLI AC Tournament each
of the past three years.
The Lady Griffins fell just
short due in no small part to
fantastic shooting and tough
defense by the Saints and
finished the regular season
with a 13-14 record overall,
including a 12-6 record in
conference which netted
them the second seed in
the SLIAC Tournament.
Ihe team, however, didn’t
help themselves much either.
The team turned the ball over
26 times in the game, most
of which came in the second
half while facing a deficit, and
on the season averaged over
21 a game. It’s not ironic that
turnovers seem to parallel
the margin of defeat. “We
needed to limit those during
the game,” says sophomore
center Mallory Ludwig. But
Maryville’s shooters wouldn’t

ease up either, shooting nearly
60 percent from the field and
getting scoring contributions
from every player who logged
at least eight minutes.
“They were a hot team,”
says Coach Keith Quigley
of Maryville just following
the game. “Its tough to beat
a team that plays like that.”
However, with Maryville’s
success in the past and
present, the future may not be
so kind. Coming next season,
the Saints will be moving
to Division II, having gone
undefeated in conference the
past six seasons: a change long
overdue and one The Griffins
will be happy to see, making
them the conference favorite.

Even as the team fell short, it’s
impossible to call the season
a loss, especially considering
the numerous great accolades
received by players following
the tournament. Among the
recipients are Katie Kirby
who received First Team All
Conference honors, Kaitlin
Bramel who received First
Team All-Defensive honors,
Calli Collier who took home
All-Conference Honorable
Mention as well as First Team
AI1-SLIAC Tournament
Honors alongside Mallory
Ludwig who was selected
to the same team.

For the regular season, team
leaders in individual stat
categories are as follows:
Bramel lead the team in games
started, starting in each of the
teams 29 games and also in
assists with 82. Sophomore
Mallory Ludwig lead the team
in field goal
percentage
among players
who played in
at least eleven
games and had
100 attempts,
shooting .575.
Katherine
Kirby lead the
team in both
points, 310,
and points
per game
with 13.5.

Kendra Schilli lead the
team in steals with 46, total
rebounds with 160, and
free-throw percentage with an
astronomical .930, missing
only five on the season.

The year’s highlights are of
great variety, but one seems
to stand out even though
it stems from the very
beginning of the season.
“The trip to Hawai’i will
never be forgotten” says
freshman point guard Kaitlin
Bramel, “but just being with
everyone is always the best
part. We’ve created so many
memories with each other.”
The season, highlighted by
as many lows as there were
highs, can be summed up as
a whole by the conference
tournament, “lire season
has been great. We have
had some ups and downs,
but all in all, it has been so
much fim” says Bramel.
But there are still many
unanswered questions heading
into next year that need
to be answered in order to
determine the level of success
of the Lady Griffins. The team
will be losing five seniors
who will be irreplaceable on
and off the court, including
Katie Kirby, Abbey Franklin,
Kathryn Thompson, Mary
Valli, and Lauren Crain.
“We’ve come so close to each
other” says Ludwig of the
departing seniors. “It’s too bad
they have to leave, but we’re
still going to be a young team
and we’ll play well together.”
Thus, the future of the team
will rest on the shoulders
largely consisting of
underclassmen (oddly, the
rest of the team is made of all
freshmen and sophomores),
but there remains no reason
to be pessimistic. With a
healthy blend of exposure
to the big game, experience,
and playing together
throughout their tenures
at the university, the future
looks bright and promising.
by Jessica Thurmond,
Reporter

Griffin Gang Gets
Psyched for Spring Sports
As the last shot is
made people scream at the
top of their lungs, happy and
excited that the University
team has won. Want to be
part of the impact? Here
at Fontbonne we have an
opportunity called the Griffin
Gang, an organization which

aspects that she loves about
the Griffin Gang, she does
wish attendance would
grow. “I would love to
have a bigger group, more
involvement and more fans
at the games, she says”.

Co- Captain Horn says
the sport teams notice their

The Griffin Gang shows a little competitive (and hilarious) attitude
by reading the Fontbanner during Westminster’s lineup calk
(Photo by Claire Kallio)
support. . He says “Coach
helps “bring school spirit
McKinney just asked for
to the athletic games on
us to be at the game on
campus” according to its
Wednesday
when they play
Facebook page. The Gang
Westminster. He is very
has the help from the schools
supportive of us and what we
mascot the Gunner Griffin,
do.” Horn likes that, as part
a mythical animal which
of the Gang, “I get to have
has a head of an eagle and
passion for the school, sports
the bottom part of a lion,
and people I care about”.
and Co- Captain Michael

Anthony Horn. Started by
the Student Government
Association, this group
ranges from 15-20 students.
The Griffin Gang meets
every other week, at noon
on Mondays, on the fourth
floor of Medaille Hall, and
the meetings are mandatory.
Students who want to be
apart of this group must be
loud, rowdy, dedicated to
the school’s athletics games
and full of school spirit.
Student Issue Chair of the
Student Government Rachel
Hanson says “beginning of the
summer Student Government
wanted to start something
that will bring school spirit
to everyone. We started the
Griffin Gang.” What does she
love about being part of the
Gang; “The exciting group of
people, and the joy it brings
to the team.” Even though
excitement is one of the

Although Winter sports will
be coming to a close, Horn
says that the Griffin Gang
will be supporting all spring
sports this semester. “We are
having a good time” he says,
even though attendance is
low. Horn wants to “increase
attendance and wants to
have fun with athletics.”

So put on your purple
and gold and support the
Griffin Gang as well as
University teams. To find
more information on the
Griffin Gang you can look
at their Facebook page, or
contact Michael Horn.
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Men’s Basketball Wrap-Up: Season Winds Down With Big Finish
by Jason Nikolaisen, Reporter
With the looks of a threepeat in the conference
tournament, The Fontbonne
Men’s basketball team needed
good games for the rest of
season to put them in the
tournament. Riding the
coat tails of three seniors,
the Griffins prevailed
once again in the St.
Louis Intercollegiate
Athletic Conference.

Griffins did not touch the
free throw line in the first
half and trailed 41-34.

In the second half, Fontbonne
cut the lead to 43-40 with
remaining but could

SLIAC victory, squeaking out
a win at MacMurray College
with a final score of 74-72.
The victory improved the
Griffins’ record to 15-8 overall
and 11-4 in the SLIAC.

ith the victory, the
University clinched one of
the four spots in the SLIAC
Post-Season Tournament and
themselves a chance to
the SLIAC regular season
champion.

Fontbonne was led by
On Feb. 7 the Griffins
who finished with
Men’s basketball team
points and 14 rebounds,
beat Maryville 90-81,
t night, he became the
sweeping the Bulldogs
player in Fontbonne
for the season. The win
history
with more than 1,500
placed the Griffins in first
points and 750 rebounds.
place in the conference.
Fontbonne juniors Chris
With the win over
Forrest and Josh Branch
Maryville, the Griffins
scored 16 and 11 respectively.
earned their coach his
500th Collegiate win,
Feb. 25 the Griffins
marking a memorable
Senior Justin Storandt goes up for the shot against earned their first St.
moment in the players, two Westminster defenders. (Claire Kallio)
Louis Intercollegiate
coaches, and fans’
Athletic Conference
Fontbonne basketball
(SLIAC) regular season
not get any closer. Webster
experience. In the game, the
championship since the
went on a 7-0 run to push
Griffins were led by seniors
1994-95 season, by beating
their lead back to double
Brian Fogerty, Patrick McCoy
Westminster College 80-67.
digits. 'The Griffins narrowed
and Justin Storandt. Fogerty
Fontbonne and Westminster
the lead to six at 52-46 with
scored 26 points while
were crowned co-conference
13 minutes to go, but the
pulling down 10 rebounds,
champions after both teams
Gorloks
responded with a
McCoy had 23 points and
finished with 12-4 SLIAC
10-1 run to put the game
Storandt had 10 rebounds,
records. The Griffins however
out of reach. Outstanding
four blocks and seven points.
earned the #l-seed and
shooting from the Gorloks
right to host the SLIAC
The Griffins fell to Webster
point guard Ryan Turk
Post-Season Tournament by
University with a score of
insured the victory for the
virtue of head-to-head record
83-68 on Feb. 12. The loss
Griffins conference rival.
against Westminster. The
dropped the Griffins to 13-8
Griffins swept Westminster,
The Griffins beat Greenville
overall and 9-4 in the St.
in two games this season.
College 84-79 on Feb. 16 to
Louis Intercollegiate Athletic
remain
in
the
hunt
to
earn
Conference (SLIAC). The
On Senior Night, the
the St. Louis Intercollegiate
loss moved the Griffins
Griffins were led by Fogerty
Athletic Conference (SLIAC)
from first place to fourth
who scored 24 points while
regular season championship.
in the conference.
grabbing 14 rebounds.
The Griffins improved to
Fogerty became Fontbonne’s
Webster led most of the first
14-8 overall and 10-4 in the
all-time leading scorer and
half as they found the bottom
SLIAC, leaving them just
the SLIAC fourth all-time
of the net quit simply and
one game out of first place.
leading scorer with 1,698
controlled the rebounds for
career points. Storandt had
The Griffins had four
the opening 20 minutes. The
six points and 13 rebounds
players
in
double
figures,
Gorloks shot 53 percent from
while McCoy scored all 15 of
as Fogerty finished with 28
the floor in the first half and
his points in the second half.
points and 11 rebounds.
out-rebounded the Griffins
Forrest pitched in 24 points.
Junior Chris Forrest finished
18-11. Valiant efforts from

Fontbonne senior Brian
Fogerty and junior Chris
Forrest helped keep the
Griffins in the game as they
scored 21 of Fontbonne’s 34
points in the first half. Tbe
Griffins shot 52 percent in
the first half but the Gorloks
played a clean first half. The

with 19 points, senior
Patrick McCoy had 14 and
sophomore Frank Scheetz
pitched in 11 off the bench.
On Feb. 19 the Griffins
overcame one of their worst
shooting performances of
the season to earn a crucial

Starting the post season
tournament on Feb. 27
with the number one seed,
results looked promising
for the Griffins. The games
took place in our house at
Lee McKinney gym, and
the crowd let everyone

know that they were there
to support the Griffins.

the game was a battle for both
squads. It seemed as if the
Griffins were going to walk
into the locker room with a
three point halftime lead, but
a last second buzzer beater
from the Blue Jays tied the
score. Once again the Griffins
came out of the locker room
fired up. They took the lead
and never looked back. With
seconds to go and just a three
point lead, Fogerty made two
free throws that clinched the
title for the Griffins. The final
score was Fontbonne with
87, topping Westminster’s
82. With the victory the
Griffins earned an automatic
bid to the NCAA Division

In the first game the Griffins
took on an energetic Maryville
team. The Griffins swept
the Bulldogs throughout
the regular season but it is
always hard to beat a team
three times in one season.
The bulldogs were up on the
Griffins after the first half, but
the Griffins came out of the
locker room fiercely ready for
the second half. The Griffins
took another victory from
the Bulldogs, sweeping them
for the season, with a score of
86-67. The win placed the
Griffins in the tournament
championship
game, where
they would
be facing
Westminster.
The Griffins
were led by
seniors Justin
Storandt and
Brian Fogerty
who each
recorded a
double-double.
Storandt had
16 points, 10
rebounds, six
blocks and fo
steals while
Fogerty had
16 points and Josh Branch takes on (and beats) a Westminter
12 rebounds.
P^yer. (Claire Kallio)

Feb. 28 would
be a day to remember
for anyone present at the
Conference tournament
championship game.
Emotions were running high,
especially for some of the
seniors who could possibly
been playing in their last game
as a Griffin ever. The chances
looked good for the Griffins
against conference rival
Westminster; the Griffins also
swept the Blue Jays in regular
season play. The first half of

III National Tournament.
It will be the Griffins third
straight appearance in the
National Tournament.
Fontbonne was led by junior
Josh Branch who scored a
season high 30 points while
senior Brian Fogerty scored 26
points. Senior Justin Storandt
scored 15 points grabbing
nine rebounds, he earned
tournament MVP honors.

Turn the page for an
exclusive look @ pointsleader Brian Fogerty!
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Athlete Spotlight: Brian Fogerty Guards the Trophy
by
Jason Nikolaisen,
by Jason
Nikolaisen, Reporter
Reporter

From his hometown of
Winfield, Mo., Brian
Fogerry has traveled up to
St. Louis to attend school
and play basketball for four
years. Now in his senior
year of basketball, Fogerty
is the new scoring leader
at Fontbonne University.
Q: After receiving a player
of the week award, then
breaking the school scoring
record in the game that
claimed the conference title,
what can you say about your
game and the teams as well?

A: “1 am just happy to win. 1
absolutely hate to lose, so to
me, it’s not even an option. I
think the other guys on the
team feel the same way, and
that’s why we work so hard
every day in practice and in
the offseason. Breaking the
school record was exciting,
however, I am glad it is over
because now I don’t have to
think about it anymore. It
was a testament to my hard

work and dedication, but I

team to their third straight

could not have accomplished
it without the help of my
teammates who do such a
good job of distributing the
ball and having confidence in
me that I can hit big shots.”

post season championship.
Being at home was a huge
advantage for the Griffins,
and nothing gets the crowd
more into the game than a
huge Brian Fogerty dunk.

Q: Ihe conference
tournament starts Friday, how
do you feel about the team’s
chances of taking home the
championship? What will
it take for the team to be
successful this weekend?

Ihe teams were all
fierce competitors in the
tournament but even
Fogerty was shocked to
see their conference rival
Webster fall in the first
round to Westminster.

A: “I feel 100% confident
in saying that we will win
this weekend, one because
we are playing really well
right now, and two because
we have won it the last
two years on the road, so
it should be a cake walk at
home. To be successful this
weekend we will have to
play intense and hard-nosed
defense, and shoot the ball
well, which is something that
we usually are able to do.”

Q: Who will be the team
that scares you the most in
the post season tournament?

With 100% confidence in his
team, Fogerty helped lead his

A: “I think Webster and
guard Ryan Turk are the
scariest for us, we haven’t
beat them yet this year,
and have beat Westminster
and Maryville twice, easily.
However, it is important for
us not to look past Maryville
in our first game. On a good
note, we have beaten Webster
in the conference tournament
before after losing to them
twice in the regular season.

so if we face them I can only
hope for the same outcome.

The Griffins did not have to
face the team Fogerty thought
of as the scariest, and the
team easily beat Maryville
again. Then Fogerty hit
possibly two of the biggest
free throws in his life to take
the title from Westminster.
Q: Being a senior leader
on this team, how do
you feel about your last
season with some of your
teammates and coaches?
A: “It is sad that it’s coming
to an end, but like Storandt
always says, “No Regrets,”
so I am sad to see it go,
but excited to move on,
hopefully to more basketball
somewhere, but who knows.
I will miss all the people
on the team, everyone is
really cool and we have
become good friends. Coach
McKinney has given me every
chance and opportunity in
the world here at Fontbonne,
and to him I owe a great deal

of gratitude,
gratitu. because a lot
of other coaches would have
given up on me if I had, had
some of the same problems
while playing for them. I
feel I have stepped up as a
leader by leading by example,
and I hope the team can be
just as good without Patrick,
Justin and me, next year.”
As for the new all time scoring
leader at the University,
maybe his career will continue
on the court. Who knows
what will happen, but you
can bet this young man will
work hard, take advice, and
make the people around
him better as a whole.

Brian Fogerty along with
Patrick McCoy and Justin
Storandt will be missed by
Fontbonne University. These
gentlemen have helped
their team put together a
memorable season, and
there is no other way
they could have pictured
their senior seasons.

Track & Field ‘Run Wild’ to Outdoor Competition
by Jill Rice, Reporter

As the winter weather slowly
transitions into spring, the
track and field team prepares
for the switch from indoor
to outdoor competition.
Coach David Almany leads
the Griffin track and field
team, with junior Marcey
Cox and sophomore Everett
Jackson as captains. Last
season the men’s cross country
team won conference, and
the women’s cross country

team took second place, so
the team is making sure the
momentum continues.

Ihe team has made some
impressive times at the meets.
“The distance kids are solid,”
says Almany. It is only the
second year for track and field
program, and Almany says
the team is getting stronger as
they grow older. Almany says
that with most sports, peaking
at the end is expected, but
the track and field team is

already surprising him by
their performance indoors.

the open 400-meter dash at
the beginning of the season.

Women’s captain Marcey Cox,
known as “Mama Maree” to
the team, says the season is
going pretty well and that
the team is a great family.
They have gained two new
players, freshman Rayneshia
Lovelace and junior transfer
Kelly Lindsay. These two new
additions are sprinters, and
Lindsay is already making
her mark, with a 64.3 time in

Cox is looking forward to
the outdoor season with
the first three games against
Washington University.
She hopes to gain school
recognition for the team,
stating they were virtually
unknown last season but
are “here to scare some
people” this season.

“Progressive throughout, we
build on indoor to get ready
for outdoor,” says Almany.
Almany also stressed that the
team puts academics first,
fitting the practices around
the schedules of the students.
“It’s an athletic and friendly
program,” says Almany who
provides good balance of fun
and strength with the team.
The team will be transitioning
from indoor to outdoor track
and field after spring break.

University Hosts First-Ever NCAA Bowling Tournament
by David Cartier, Reporter

Fontbonne University’s
women’s bowling team hosted
its first NCAA tournament
Feb. 6-8. Ihe Griffin
Invitational included the
following teams: Arkansas
State University ranked
sixth in the nation, the
University of Central Missouri
ranked ninth in the nation,
Minnesota State UniversityMankato ranked 12th in the
nation, Elmhurst College
ranked 14th in the nation,
the University of Wisconsin
Whitewater ranked 15th in

the nation and your Griffin
bowlers. The tournament
took place at Shrewsbury
Lanes, located about 10
minutes from Fontbonne’s
campus, on Weil Avenue.

Fontbonne put up a great
fight against these teams but
was unable to pull of any
upsets. They were able to take
a few baker matches from
Minnesota State, but fell short
of beating them. Arkansas
State walked away with first
place, Central Missouri
received second, and Elmhurst
College placed third.

increased their team game
average,” Franz says. “Since
NCAA bowling is a cross
divisional sport, we bowl
the best teams in the nation.
But our bowlers never give
up; they keep fighting to
try to pull off the upsets.”

would have been nice to have
a packed house to support
the team during the Griffin
Invitational like the other
schools get for their home
tournaments, especially since
this was the first ever NCAA
tournament held in St. Louis.”

Head Coach Charles Franz
is still very optimistic about
Fontbonne’s bowling program.

Even though the team
is showing constant
improvement, they are still
lacking a loyal fan base.

“1 believe our teams have
improved every year. We
have increased our wins every
year and the bowlers have

“I just wish we could get
some more support from the
Fontbonne community for
this team,” Franz says. “It

The final event of the season
for the team took place Feb.
28-March 1 in Bessemer, Ala.
In the Holiday Classic, hosted
by Alabama A&M University,
Fontbonne competed against
16 other NCAA schools.

Fontbonne’s team consists
of seniors Leah Thomas and
Meghan Schmidt, freshmen
Kayla Leech, Emily Crabtree
and Rose Mary Nabors,
and graduate student Karen
Schmale. Thomas led the
team in average and finished
20th in individual average.
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Some Athletes Feel Unfair Basketball-Bias;
McKinney Disagrees, Calls it “Step-child” Syndrome
by Rachel Hanson,
News Editor
It is immediately obvious
to which sport stands out at
the University when walking
through the Dunham Student
Activities Center. A bulletin
board full of pictures of a
trip to Hawaii, a trophy
case with more basketballs
than trophies, and a shiny,
freshly painted court named
after the Athletic Director
and Men’s Basketball
Coach Lee McKinney are
obvious signs of a sport
that holds importance. The
first noticeable object in
the Athletic Office on the
second floor is a large hanging
basketball jersey, next to an
inspirational basketball poster,
and pictures of McKinney
with famous basketball
coaches. The athletic office’s
walls are filled with basketball
memorabilia, and the other
twelve sports hosted at the
University are nowhere to be
seen. From the right to hold
the court at all times, in or
out of season, and control
of the temperature of the
DSAC (73 degrees on the
first floor), men’s basketball
trumps all at the University.
With two SLIAC conference
championships, four
conference tournament
championships, and three
national appearances
under their belts, the men’s
basketball team does have

an outstanding record,
but the truly celebrated
member is McKinney, coach
and athletic director since
1989. McKinney, who
recently celebrated his 500th
career victory, says of his
relationship as the athletic
director, “Basketball is only
four months out of the year;
the other four months I’m
totally involved as an athletic
director.” Ihe real question
is, does his role as athletic
director lead to inequality
among sports on campus?

Student athletes, who make
up 20 percent of the student
population, are deeply
affected by a perception of
bias towards the basketball
program. Former women’s

lacrosse player Eleni
Madison left the University
after her sophomore year.
Although Madison’s reasons
for leaving were her own,
she says, “I would most
definitely be playing still,
especially if it was fair and
I actually got a chance.”

Junior Erin Spiegel is also
a former athlete. Spiegel
says, “I think there are most
definitely biases. My freshman
year, the volleyball team was
the women’s version of the
men’s basketball team: we
were ‘padded’ by the Athletic
Department. However, after
my freshman year, things
changed. The men’s basketball
team has always kind of been
the same way.” Although she
did not leave the University,
she decided to no longer
participate in athletics
after her freshman year.

Former student and men’s
lacrosse player Ben Schaefer
says, “The bias comes from
the athletic department
and higher ranking officials
dealing with funding and
expenses.” Schaefer transferred
to another university athletic
program in Alabama after
one year at the University.
Who are these “higher
ranking officials?” says
McKinney, who also says
his duties as athletic director
are, “to oversee 19 sports,
do budget reports, and
compliance. Of the 19 sports,
I oversee travels of each team
and approve schedules. I’m in
charge of the building.... In
essence, the final say is mine.”
Madison says, “The main
person who runs the
facility is going to put
his boys first. Even in
speeches with the general
public, the team is always
referred to as ‘his boys.’”

Current athletes are reluctant
to go on record about
unfairness. Spiegel says, “The
(athletic) director is the nicest
guy you will ever meet, so I
am sure no one is willing to
really freely talk about the
biases because of politics and
courtesy. Ihe way I see it, it is
not fair.” Although kindness is

a redeeming quality, it can not
cover the question of whether
or not being both athletic
director and basketball coach
is a conflict of interest.

One current University
athlete, a member of the
cheerleading squad, recently
felt this bias very strongly.
She and her teammates were
uninvited to the first round
of the NCAA National
Tournament in Chicago
because “obviously we aren’t
considered important enough
athletes for the department
and the basketball team to
support us and include us
their budget.” In fact, not
being included in the trip “is
really hurtful...we spend a lot
of time practicing throughout
the season and it feels like
they don’t even care if we’re
there when they exclude us
from such huge, exciting
events. Even though they’d
only really have to pay for
two hotel rooms, there’s not
‘room for us’ in their budget.”

that other sports feel like a
step-child because they don’t
have a place. ” As to finding
a more permanent solution
to the missing sports venues,
he adds that, “I will never be
able to solve the facilities. We
only have thirteen acres. It
won’t happen in my tenure.”

Another former student
athlete at the University,
Tanner Bond, agrees with
McKinney that the perception
of bias comes from the lack
of sports venues. He says,
“The only thing that I truly
felt was unfair was the fact
that field sports such as soccer
and lacrosse had to share
field time with a local high
school. If Fontbonne could
have somehow secured a
facility for these sports it may
have influenced my decision
to stay at the school.”

McKinney’s solution to
the perception of bias is
for affected athletes to
understand the equality
among men’s and women’s
sports teams, whether that
is basketball or soccer. Men
and women counterparts in
sports are equal in budget.
He also says, “I would want
a student athlete who thinks
something is being done
unfairly to come and talk to
me because I wouldn’t want
that perception.” He says his
door is always open to student
athletes, and he is “never
too busy” to stop and talk.

McKinney disagreed with the
notion that the University
athletes feel bias in favor of
the basketball team. “I don’t
think that’s true,” he says.
“The reason they might say
that is because we have a
basketball venue. So they
think ‘well because there
is a building down there
that basketball is played
in all the time.’ That’s the
perception... I understand

Changing the perception of
bias towards the basketball
team will not be not an easy
task, especially as it involves
matters of politics and
professionalism. Madison
encourages change. “The way
that any bias can be changed
is by sheer knowledge of the
other,” she says. “If you have
a group of team members
who get along well with a
person of higher authority,
or even a coach, it’s really the
higher authority, or coaches,
job to better acclimate that
team to one another.”
To former women’s lacrosse
player and student, Betsy
Paszkiewicz, the solution
is more active. She says, “A
lot of the unfairness and
biases that groups feel comes
from a need for attention,
money, student involvement,
and so on. If a group feels
this way, the best answer I
can give is to do something
about it. Complaining is not
going to solve a problem.”
To change the perception of
bias in student athletics on
campus will be a daunting
task. Can McKinney talk
away the perceptions that are
so visual on campus? Does
gender equivalency answer
the question of the bias
towards the men’s basketball
program? When will student
athletes be content and
feel a sense of equality?
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University Book Club Features “Minister of Defense” Aeneas Williams
hy Sam Waites, Sports Editor

Shakespeare once said, “Be
not afraid of greatness: some
are born great, some achieve
greatness, and some have
greatness thrust upon them.”
Although the bard’s words
are taken out of context, the
idiom is of consequential
importance and can be
applied to an individual,
who against all odds,
overcame obstacles many
deemed unfeasible. Retired
All-Pro cornerback Aeneas
Williams challenged the
imperviousness of a league:
drafting prospects based on
acclaim gained previously,
either in high school or
at the collegiate level.
Aeneas Williams’ story
isn’t just a football story. It
doesn’t even remain inside
the realms of competition.
The endeavor of Williams’
career is drastically divergent
in superficial appearance,
necessitating the requisite
self-assurance and belief in a
higher power, indispensable
credence’s in which Williams
has no deficiency.
Williams, whose 1998 book
“It Takes Respect,” was the
subject of the Fontbonne/
KMOX monthly Q&A with
an author concerning their

respective work. The former
Ram and Cardinal’s (dating
back to an epoch when the
team was known as The
Phoenix Cardinals) book is
partly spiritual and partly a
motivational memoir. With
his book, Williams’ proves
himself to be the antithesis
of what most professional
sports superstars have sadly
become known for, their
off-field antics instead of
their athletic performance.

The event, hosted by KMOX’s
on-air personality, Charlie
Brennan, broadcasted live on
the station simultaneously
with Brennan’s insightful look
at Williams’ eventful career.
Williams is the embodiment
of a living legend whose
physical stature towers over
most of those in attendance
for the occasion. His
immense build explicitly
suggests a false notion of
corporeality concerning the
disposition of his character.

Surprisingly, Williams’
imposing presence is an
arbitrarily nonfactual inkling;
contradictive of his actual
proclivities. Throughout
the public affair, Williams
effortlessly flashed his
grin at the interviewer
commensurate with the

audience. The language
used in his discussion of
the auto-biographical book,
about the same length as
a novella, contains much
clarity, exemplifying its
author’s superb mental
faculties. While many elite
athletes demand educational
facilitation, Williams
graduated from Southern
University with
a 3.2 G.P.A.
and a degree in
accounting. He
turned down an
opportunity to
attend prestigious
Dartmouth College
so that he could be
closer to home. “My
father and brother
are Southern alumni
as well so I felt more
comfortable there. It
wouldn’t have been
the case if I chose
to go up north.”

great. So I submitted to the
veteran players on my college
and professional teams.”

Subsequent to this last
remark, Williams divulges
his undying respect for one
former teammate at Southern
University, wide out Brian
Thomas. “Brian taught me
how to run,” he says. “In

umWkiluW

During his speech,
Book cover of Williams’featured book (Photo
Williams makes
Courtesy ofKMOV.com)
a profound
statement,
order to get drafted I had to
explaining how he was
run the 40 in (4.3) seconds.
able to transform his “God
Before I asked him (Thomas)
given” raw talent into
for help I was at (4.5) so I
formulated discipline. “I had
wouldn’t have even made it
a relationship with the Lord
out of the combine,” Williams
in everyday life,” he says,
says. “During my senior year
“I also had a desire to be
at Southern and rookie season

in the NFL, I learned that
being vulnerable isn’t always
a bad thing.” Williams, who
was the heart and soul of
two team’s defensive units
(and voted to eight, NFC
Pro-Bowl teams), says this
with the ease that was a
defining characteristic during
his noteworthy career.
Aeneas Williams played
the game of football as an
authority on viciousness,
with a brutal strength and
meticulousness. Yet when
the on-field fighting took
a temporary ceasefire, he
composed himself with
an inimitable tranquility.
Williams believes his core
humility to be an omnipotent
mainstay in his spiritual
relationship with God that
is devoid of impingements; a
definite indication of his faith.
“Sometimes people say to me,
“It’s a pleasure to meet you;
I’m sorry I didn’t recognize
you.” He says, “I respond by
saying the same thing. We’re
all the same in God’s eyes.”
Mr. Williams’ unruffled selfpossessiveness; an anomaly
in the contemporary world
of professional athletics,
is an understatement
that pales in comparison
with his serene spirit.

Spring Break, or Spring Broke: Getting Away on a Tight Budget
by Jackie Revelle, Reporter

Look to your left, and to
your right; chances are these
fellow classmates are just
as broke as you are. With
spring break coming up
March 16-21 for all but the
OPTIONS students, it is
time to get away. But, where
is away? Do you wish to be
in a colder destination, such
as Colorado? Perhaps you
desire someplace warm like
Panama City, Puerta Vallarta,
Las Vegas, or Cabo San Lucas.
Before your travels, it would
be a great idea to do some
research on the desired
destination. Since almost
everyone is on a budget, this
article aims to help the price
savvy vacationer. With a little
help from internet vacation
search engines, there are

great deals to be found. After
spending a few hours on a few
different websites, a vacationer
could find a trip to various
destinations for cheaper than
originally thought possible.

Three travel websites were
the most helpful: Priceline,
com, Travelocity.com, and
Hotwire.com. In most
instances Priceline.com had
the higher prices for the
same selected destination,
but Travelocity.com had the
better deals in almost every
search. In fact, there was
at least a $100 difference
between the two websites.
This is the kind of savings that
every college student needs.
For students who prefer
to be outdoors and away
from school on their
break, unfortunately, most

campsites will be out of
season during our week
of break. For the students
who prefer colder weather
destinations, Colorado is very
popular for snowboarding
and skiing. If there is a tight
budget, however, stay away
from Aspen and Vail. These
cities are beautiful, but very
pricy. The cheaper areas are
Winter Park, Breckenridge,
Ski Cooper, and Solvista.
According to the thrifty
Travelocity.com, a flight
and hotel for the week of
March 16-21 would cost
$563 per person at the 1st
Inn Silverthorne. Then,
add in the price of food
or activities for perhaps
another $200; that is a week’s
vacation for less than $800.

Those students who prefer big
city spots where they can go

crazy and shop their hearts
out, will like Las Vegas and
Chicago. No matter how
inexpensive the trip will be
to get there, the food and
entertainment will be the
enemies to your budget.
According to Travelocity,
com, a flight and hotel in
Las Vegas for the week of
the 16-21 in March will
cost $538 per person. In
downtown Chicago, where
all the fun will be, a room
at the Red Roof Inn costs
only $80 per night. Gas
prices may also influence
the total cost of the trip.
The main highlight, however,
is the beach: this is the
number one area all spring
breakers want to go to. They
want out of their cold state
and into a state of permanent
sunshine combined with a

beautiful ocean. The top three
safe beach destinations are as
follows: Puerta Vallarta and
Cabo San Lucas in Mexico,
and Panama City, Fl.
Unexpectedly, in this category
Priceline.com had the best
deals. It offers a trip the week
of March 16-21, including
flight and hotel, for $798
per person. It also offers a
great deal for a flight and
hotel, during the same week
in Cabo San Lucas for only
$931 per person. Travelocity,
com offered the best deal
for the beautiful beaches of
Panama City. During the
same week a flight and hotel
costs only $734 per person.
Cancun is in the top five
destinations for spring
breakers our age. However, as
See “Broke” on p. 12
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Academic Advising Welcomes Lee DeLaet
by Cathy Burns, Reporter

“I’ve always been interested
in education,” says N. Lee
DeLaet, a former high
school chemistry teacher.
DeLaet (pronounced dehlot) is still settling in to her
new position in Academic
Advising, where she was
preceded by Elizabeth Fogt.
DeLaet started at Fontbonne
in January and her office is
located in Ryan Hall 103.
She was approached for the
position by Sister Mary Carol,
who was impressed by a
presentation Delaet gave at a
conference. Ihough Delaet
has just completed her first

month at the University, she
has been in academic advising
for the past five years, most
recently at Southern Utah
University, which is about
two hours outside of Las
Vegas. Born in Indianapolis,
DeLaet is glad to return to
the Midwest. She attended
Purdue University, where
she studied German and
French. DeLaet earned
her master’s degree from
Louisiana State University and
began teaching chemistry.
Since then, DeLaet has
travelled through Western
Europe for her husband’s
job. The two have a 9 year
old son who was born in the

Netherlands. They will both
be joining her at the end of
the school year. In addition
to living many other places in
the United States, they have
also lived in Belgium and
France. As well as acclimating
to the University, DeLaet is
getting acquainted with St.
Louis for the first time, an
experience she refers to as “a
wonderful sensory overload.”
She adds, “What I really
like about St. Louis is all the
different neighborhoods.
They are different flavors
of the same city.”
Contrary to many world
travelers who find St. Louis
lacking compared to more

cosmopolitan cities, DeLaet
is pleased with what she’s
found. “It’s really fabulous
that things are so familyoriented,” she says. She
is amazed at all the free
attractions in St. Louis, and
is looking forward to going
to the Zoo, the Art Museum,
and the Magic House when
her husband and son join her.
DeLaet also loves the
atmosphere on campus.
She is impressed with all
the activities available to
students and wants to learn
more about the Dedicated
Semester events. “Everyone
here at Fontbonne has

been very supportive
and understanding.”

Though she is still finding her
way around, she says, “I’m
very impressed with the level
of professionalism and the
attitude of the students.” In
addition, DeLaet appreciates
the “collaborative spirit at
Fontbonne.” She feels that
school communities function
best when everyone feels
valued. She asks “What can
we all be doing interactively?”
With this outlook, DeLaet
is sure to be an excellent
addition to the University.

Chris Gill: The Man, the Myth,
the Director of Student Development
by Eric Tinker, Reporter

The Man, the Myth,
the Director of Student
Development Chris Gill

The second floor of the
Dunham Student Activity
Center used to be the home
of an arcade room that did
not get used. 1 nstead, we now
have the office and playroom
of Director of Student
Development Chris Gill,
who is celebrating his tenth
year here at the university.
Gill was born in Peoria, Ill.
and raised in Indianapolis,
Ind. since he was eight years
old; sadly this make him an
Indianapolis Colts fan and
even worse a Chicago Cubs
fan, through at least I’m a
Blues hockey fan, that’s good.
Gill has been married for six
years to his wife, Cathy, and
he has two boys, Christopher
and Cameron. Christopher is
three years old and Cameron
is ten months old. Both of
Gill’s kids are domestically
adopted, but if you know Gill
and you see his kids, they
mirror his high energy and
smile. “I love my kids and my
first priority is them,” he says.
Gill attended the University
of Evansville and obtained
his undergraduate degree in
Psychology with a minor in
Religious Studies and then
moved on to Bowling Green
University for his graduate

degree. For Gill, that was
not enough, because he just
completed his doctorate
in Higher Education at
the University of Missouri
St. Louis and is currently
working on his dissertation.
His topic for the dissertation
is “Promoting Spirituality.”
He desires to use the
knowledge that he will
take from this dissertation
and pursue a career as
Vice President of Student
Affairs. Gill says about
Randi Wilson, current
Vice President of Student
Affairs for the university, “I
think I’m going to have to
search beyond Fontbonne
for the position, because
Randi is doing a great job
and I don’t think she’s going
anywhere any time soon.”
Gill’s job everyday is to
interact with the students
of the university, and find
out what activities are liked
and disliked at Fontbonne,
but that’s just a small tip of
the iceberg for what he does
here. He says that he enjoys
listening to everyone and
he feels that he learns more
from his students than he can
ever teach them. His goal for
students is to leave Fontbonne
a better person than they
came here, and to learn more
about who they are as they
grow and develop in college.

Gill’s office is also one of the
most decorated offices on
campus; if you look at the
wall, good luck finding paint
because his walls are filled
with pictures of students
having fun at different
events throughout the
year. These pictures
are a great way for
students to capture
the memories that
they have had at
the university.
There are 32 activity
organizations and
Gill, along with
his new assistant this year,
former Assistant Director
of Residential Life Geoff
Edwards, makes sure
that everyone from FAB,
FOCUS, SGA and all other
organizations are there
because they want to be and
because they want learn and
play all at the same time.
Of working with Gill,
Edwards says, “I learn through
the conversations that we
have and I feel that we are
following the same career
path and any knowledge I
can take from him, I will.”
He says, “Gill is someone I
could emulate in the way that
he balances both his personal
life, with his wife and kids,
and still have the capability
to put in the extra hours at
Fontbonne each and every
year, I don’t know he does

it and still maintains a
high level of energy.”

“I love my job because
it allows me to educate
and play at the same
time,” says Gill. “Who

Gill displays two completely different
sides ofhis personality; above: fun
loving and dorky, and left: fun loving
and dorky. Oh...our mistake, they’re the
same. (Photos courtesy of Gill)

wouldn’t love this job? Even
though I get to show others
things, the highlight for me
is learning from all of the
many students that I see
and interact with each day. I
feel blessed in knowing that
which each year the memories
only get better and that
because of everyone in the
Fontbonne Community.”

There are two fun facts about
Gill that many people do
not know that he wanted
to share: he must have a
horrible real estate agent at
the university because he
has had five different offices
in ten years and that many
faculty and staff members
have candy jars or bowls,
but Gill has a candy bucket:
“I started out with a candy
drawer, but eventually my
paperwork piled up too high
so I switched to the bucket.”

He adds, “I encourage anyone
and everyone who needs a
pick me up to come find my
bucket of candy and dig in.”
Student Andy Dusanowsky
says about Gill, “I love
Chris because he is a father
figure to every student he
encounters. He is one of the
busiest people I have ever
met and he does it all for the
students and that is why many
students, including myself
look up to him for so much.”

The next time you are on
the second floor of the
Dunham Student Activity
Center look for Gill in his
office because there is a good
chance he will be there with
a smile on his face, playing
with a bouncy ball or a yoyo
coming up with new activities
to have at the university
for all of us to enjoy.
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From Estonia to Fontbonne, a Student’s Journey
by Jane Armbruster,
Features Editor

From the small, northernEuropean nation of Estonia,
about one quarter the size
of Missouri and with a
population smaller than
that of the city of St. Louis,
comes Liina Toomla,
a junior and transfer
student from Meramec
Community College.
With her thick Estonian
accent, straight blonde hair,
and athletic build, Toomla is
the picture of quiet strength
and propriety. But with this
stoic nature comes rebellion,
mostly seen in her teenage
years. “I didn’t get along with
my family,” says Toomla. “I
moved out at a pretty young
age.” Although Toomla
was hesitant in discussing
her family-life, she admits
parent-child differences and
constant fighting provoked
her to eventually move
in with her grandmother.
After her grandmother’s
passing, Toomla searched
for a way out of Estonia.
“I wanted to get away,” she
says. And she did. Following
her high school graduation,
at age 18, Toomla left

Estonia for the United
States. A choice, she says,
was ill received by her friends
back home. “My friends

Universityjunior and Estonian
native Liina Toomla

back home are mad at me,
because when people go
away they go to the beach
or to the islands [vacation
spots surrounding Estonia],
I decided to go across the
ocean,” says Toomla.

And for a moment, she
believed her friends were
right. After arriving in
America, Toomla was
displeased with what she
found. One of her first
American experiences
involved a trip to New York
City, which she describes as a

veritable hellhole. “New York
was the biggest culture shock,
it was disgusting, filthy,” she
says. It was near Central
Park in June, when the daily
garbage piles fester and the
people do the same. The
heat rots the big apple, and
everyone lives with the stench.
Toomla says, “I remember
thinking ‘is this America?”’
But soon, she discovered
the rest of America. After
trips to Chicago, California,
and ultimately St. Louis,
where she has resided the
longest, Toomla formed
a much different opinion
of the United States.
“Americans are so warm,”
she says: an opinion that has
slowly evolved over time.

In terms of her native people,
Toomla says, “Estonians
are so cold; there is lots of
bullying there.” So after
moving to America, she
was less than receptive to
American customs and ways
of communicating. “Once in
a club, a guy my friend knows
gave me a compliment, and I
got angry,” she says. Toomla
attributes this intensity to
an Estonian assumption.
She says, “When someone

pays you a compliment in
Estonia, it’s because they
want something from you.”
And after passing
communication hurdles,
moving to St. Louis, and
finding room and board,
Toomla was finally able to
focus on her education.
After receiving her
Associates Degree from
Meramec Community
College in architecture, she
transferred to Fontbonne
as a junior for the 2008 fall
semester. Why Fontbonne?
“Since the economy went
down, architecture died...
architecture and the economy
go hand in hand,” she says.
“So I asked myself, ‘what is
useful?”’ She found her answer
in the computer science
program at Fontbonne,
where she is now excelling.

And as for Toomla’s former
family differences, they are
history. “I actually feel I
became closer to them while
being here,” she says. “When
I was there, they knew I
was somewhere in Estonia,
but now they feel there is
ocean between us.” But with
Toomla’s newfound family
connection comes regret for

what she has missed back
home. “I still think that
she plays with Barbie dolls
and he plays with cars,” says
Toomla of her now-teenage
niece and nephew, whom
she has not seen for almost
a decade. But, “They want
to come visit me,” she says.
Toomla has also grown closer
to a brother during her years
in America. She remembers
fondly, “We were chasing each
other with kitchen knives.
Classic sibling stuff,” but now,
“My brother found out a few
weeks ago that he can actually
text me, so now he is texting
me in the middle of the night
saying, ‘what are you doing?”’
She responds, “Sleeping.”

Despite missing her Estonian
family, Toomla insists she is
anxious to start a career and
a life of her own in America.
And as she reflects on a
discussion she had with an
ex-boyfriend before leaving
home, she remembers being
told something she will
never forget. When talking
about never planning on
staying in America Toomla
says, “I told my boyfriend
I’d be back in a year. And
he said, ‘Never say never.’”

“Broke” cont’dfrom p.10
“Monopoly” contdfrom p.3
concern is that the Board and
the surrounding community
will be able to positively and
constructively study all aspects
of the many options for our
middle school, including
balancing the educational
impact of a new middle
school with the unique nature
our neighborhood schools.”
The April 7 election is
still three weeks away
and the Board wants
to hear your feedback,
comments, and concerns.

The future of the old CBC
site remains uncertain. Besides
the proposed switch with
Wydown Middle School,
Washington University has
no definite plans for the
site, Ihe previous plans,
for a new gymnasium and
practice fields, have since
been expelled. Fontbonne
will continue to search for
an expansion of property, as
the University has outgrown

its current 13 acres. In
the meantime, Wash. U.
continues to buy every
piece of land this side of
Skinker. I, however, am no
fool. I saw my opportunity
for profit and I took it. I
recently sold my dorm room,
located in Medaille, to Wash.
U. for a cool million.

If this story has

caught your interest

and you have

feedback on the
proposed switch

or Prop. S,

you may send

your comments to:

feedback@clayton.
kl2.mo.us.

of right now a trip to Cancun
is ill-advised, because it
is unsafe! According to
CBSnews.com, Cancun has
become a hot spot for drug
trafficking. There is a very
dangerous and deadly war
taking place in the pleasant
beach area of Mexico that is
often populated by spring
break college students. There
have been a reported nine
deaths, three of which were
federal agents, and three
gun-shot wound injuries
within the past few months,
due to these heroin drug
traffickers. In November,
authorities found four agents
bodies in a charred vehicle in
an abandoned parking lot.
These bodies were former
agents for the Federal Agency
of Investigation, Mexico’s
version of our FBI. There
have been many investigations
and arrests, but the problem
persists. There are many
other places to vacation at

that have beautiful beaches
and wonderful sunsets.
These prices are subject
to change depending on
availability and cancellations.
In order to get the best deal,
it is best to book the trip
immediately. There are further

options and it is best to keep
refreshing searches. Make sure
to pack all the necessary items
and clothing for your trip
including a passport for some
destinations that require one.
Have a great spring break, and
above all be smart and safe.
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“Love Fest” Invites Students to Bust a Move & Rock the 80s
by Rachel Hanson,
News Editor

their ability to provide party
music was in question. To
the surprise of many, though,

Photos by Krista Brown,
Editor-in-Chief

In a hasty effort to encourage
those without Valentines in
the month of love, What’s On
Weekends in collaboration
with Residential Hall
Association were inspired
to create Love Fest, a latenight dancing and music
event that took place on
the infamous Friday, Feb.
13. Originally scheduled
to take place in the St. Joe
Hall Lobby for residents of
that hall, Assistant Director
of Residential Life, Leslie
Johnson, decided to “spread
the Valentine’s love to all the
students out there,” and host
it in the Dunham Student
Activities Center. Food,
flirting, fun, eighties
costumes, and an intense
dance contest ensued.

Senior Sara Hermann dons big
hair, leggings, and a black leather
jacket to complete her 80s look.

they played a slew of recent
hits and past favorites that
kept people on the dance
floor all night. From a rousing

In the sudden absence of
rhe originally scheduled
Dee Jay, juniors Steven
Werkmeister and Peter
Paupalis, also known
as “Skiing Uphill with
Seniors Dustin Attarian and Krista
Brown rock the 80s with sunglasses (at
Pete and Steve,” handled
the turn tables to the best of night) and lacey fingerless gloves.
their ability. Although both
rendition of “Single Ladies”
were musicians in the now
by Beyonce to the blast from
defunct band Evident Phase,
the past hit “Footloose” by

first place prize at the end of
the night for
his smooth
moves.
Johnson
channeled a
former self
in a talented
rendition
Refreshments
of “Can’t
available included
Touch This,”
Asst. Director ofRes. Life Leslie
frozen, non
by M.C.
alcoholic margaritas, Johnson gets down to Vanilla Ice

Kenny Loggins, students in
attendance could not
help but dance the
night away. Literally,
dancing lasted past
midnight into the
early morning of
Valentine’s Day.

also known as “slushies,”
and pizza. Although it was
not typical for a romantic
Valentine’s Day, the food
was quite appropriate
for college students.

The main event of the night
was the dance contest, which
could be described as epic.
From a non-chalant break
dancer to a pair of kung
fu fighters, dancers took
on many forms, costumed
to impromptu. Partners
Phil Bettison and Davey
Chandler, both juniors,
impressed judges with
high-flying stunts and feats
of acrobatics only to be
described as awe-inspiring.
Fontbanner writer and
senior, Dominic Dimanche,
served as the University’s own
Usher with his break-down
of the past hit “Yeah” by the
ever-smooth Usher. Dimanche
swaggered away with the

they were joined by members
of the University’s own step
team. Pohl says, “Lovefest
was a great way for me to
express my emotions and true
self through Barbie dance
moves and eighties clothes!”

Students from all walks of
life were in attendance. From
commuters to residents, from
freshmen to faculty, and from
acrobats
Hammer, which
to mosh
showed that leading
pit kids,
Residential Life is
everyone
not her only talent.
had their
own style
Bringing back
and their
Micheal Jackson
own fun. All
from their
students in
performance at
attendance
Spirit Week’s lip
broke a
synch, freshmen
sweat and
T.J. Eggleston and
brought
Mike Horn had
the love to
cool shades and
Lovefest,
the attitude to go
either
along with their Junior Phil Bettison demonstrates
through
sweet dance
awe-inspiring moves on the dance
dance, food,
floor
during the dance-competition.
skills. Freshmen
or friends.
Libby Brauss and Maggie
Lovefest can be described as
Pohl proved the eighties
a flashback to the good ole
never died, especially when
days of sequins, neon, kung
paired with Barbie’s Workfu, Usher, plaid, Kevin Bacon,
Out Video dance moves.
slushies, and good clean fun.
From bright wind suits to
Come next Valentine’s Day,
sweet leg warmers, the pair
hopefully Lovefest can be in
was prepared to bust a move
full swing and costume again.
to “London Bridges” By
Fergie. Later in their dance

Red Herring Review
by Abena Ampofo, Reporter

The combination of love
and marriage has many
perplexities, and according
to Frank Sinatra, you can’t
have one without the other.
However, would you marry
a man who proposes, while
exposing his double life as a
spy? Would you marry the
woman your cohabitating
with after she assigns your
identity to a name-less
corpse? Would you still marry
the woman you love after
uncovering that she’s still
married? These issues of trust
loom in Michael Hollinger’s
“Red Herring,” as three
couples grapple with love
and marriage in 1952, during
the midst of the Red Scare.

The University’s Fine Arts
Production of “Red Herring”
was directed by graduate
student Paul Pagano,
and was entered into the
Kennedy Center American
College Theater Festival.
This festival is a national
theater education program
which offers selected student
artists scholarships, grants,
internships, and awards.
The production begins
with back to back marriage
proposals, one to Lynn (Katie
Donnelly), the daughter of
Senator Joe McCarthy, an
infamous anticommunist,
from her virgin boyfriend
James, a Jewish spy working
for Soviet forces. The irony
in their situation is further
escalated when Lynn, who

hails from a Catholic family,
finds out she’s pregnant. The
other proposal, to Maggie
(Molly Wright), a persistent
detective with determined
career goals, is made from
her FBI agent boyfriend,
Frank (Ryan Cooper),
who is in search of spies.
As the couples bask in their
upcoming nuptials, Maggie’s
attention is diverted to a
murder scene, of which
the body of a fisherman is
found, while Frank (Ryan
Cooper) works on capturing
spies and Maggie’s attention.
As Maggie investigates
the murder she questions
landlord, Mrs. Kravitz (Jean
Lang), who identifies the
body as Andrei (Phillip
Betison), her live-in lover who

isn’t actually dead and who
freelances as a Russian spy.

interesting relationships
formed by the characters.

The twist and turns of the
plot lead characters to one
another and they ultimately
cross paths in coincidental
circumstances. While
Lynn helps her fiance with
espionage, she clumsily reveals
that she may be a spy to FBI
agent, Frank. And when
Frank finds that Maggie is
still legally married, his hurt
feelings and drunken state
cause him to fire shots inside
the boutique that Maggie and
Lynn are gown shopping in.

Valleri Dillard and Kareem
Deanes played a variety
of roles. They added
personalities to the production
by distinguishing each
character as a unique being
with individual characteristics.
They comfortably transformed
from character to character; it
was shocking to see that they
were only eight actors in a
production with twelve roles.

The plot merges three
storylines effortlessly, and
by the second half the
audience is riveted by the

By intermission, an audience
member said, “It’s cool; it’s
like dry humor where you’re
laughing on the inside.” He
may have been laughing
internally, but other audience
See “Red Herring” on p. 16
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Spring Break Lament: Fontbanner Reporter Realizes Own Utter Boringness
by Dominic Dimanche,
Reporter

With spring break fast
approaching, every student
from freshman to the mighty
senior has had his or her
mind set on that wonderful
week of freedom where warm
fuzzy (and sometimes hazy)
memories will be made.
Everyone is all a twitter with
their plans: “I’ll be heading
to Cancun!” “I’m going to
visit family in the Amazon!”
“Me and my girlfriend are

going backpacking through
Europe and then the Amazons
- weeeeee!!!” And
all rhe while I am
sitting there, feeling
an eerie sense of
dread. Every spring
break I have this
creeping feeling
about myself that
I feared would
come to surface
at any moment.
Something so
crippling to my
psyche that I dared
not even entertain
the thought.
However, with the
passing years, I
have finally been
able to accept
this fact about myself
— I am incredibly,
undeniably.. .boring.

All the cool and kooky (and
possibly illegal) things that
my friends have planned I
have little to no interest in
doing. How I spent Spring
break in the past makes it
all so dear. While “TRL”
and “Girls Gone Wild” were
living it up somewhere, 1
was at home. Alone. Sipping

on a Capri Sun and quietly
reading to myself - how odd!
When people my age were
doing body shots off the
nubile bellies of islanders and
diving off waterfalls, I instead
decided to finally get around
to finishing playing Street
Fighter Alpha 3 which I had
been putting off to do some
studying for a test during
school (another oddity).
However, the most striking
of instances came three years
ago. When news was going
around that some students
were planning a wild road trip
across America in a - and I
quote - “quest for tail”, my
thoughts were only on the
rousing game of Dungeons
and Dragons I was going to
have on those days off. Oh,
how blind was I! To think
that was normal college
behavior! But now, I see
clearly -1 finally realize I am
just a really, really boring guy.

But, just because I naturally
lean towards dull Spring
break activities, like reading
and spending a quiet evening
without the worry of getting
arrested by authorities for
questionable use of a goat

and J-ELLO shots does not
mean I cannot live a perfectly
and stable life. I remember
when a friend of mine was
reminiscing past Spring
Breaks. The jovial chap told
me how he got “so trashed” at
a spring break party held in
Tijuana and how he woke up
the next day in leather chaps
and a baby bib spooning
a donkey in the middle of
a gazebo at the American
embassy. “Best. Spring.
Break. Ever!” he exclaimed,
triumphantly raising his
hand for a high five, asking
me to not “leave me hangin’
bro!” I did anyway.

As I walked away from his
continuing pleads for a chest
bump, I went through all my
fondest memories of Spring
Breaks past, trying to piece
out some resemblance of
the crazy times my friend
mentioned. What about the
time I spent the week catching
up on the first season of my
favorite anime series? Or
the time I pooled my efforts
into building a replica of the
famous trial scene from “To
Kill a Mockingbird” — in
LEGOs? How about that wild

night I had watching Conan
O’Brien when I laughed so
hard that my stomach hurt
for two hours? Not all those
things were lackluster were
they? No! it cannot be!

It seems that my affliction
is always being thrown
into my face and I have to
deal with my sad situation.
Especially during spring
break. Everything around
me just screams my dullness,
and I become so frustrated
that I just drop to my knees
in the Medaille Meadow and
yell “WHY DON’T I LIKE
TO DO KEG STANDS!?
TELL ME CRUEL FATES
- WHYYYYYYYYY!!!”
Sometimes I wish I wasn’t
boring, but then I realize
that being unexciting is
just a part of who I am and
that the sooner I accept
that, the better I will be.
*Sigh* Well, Spring Break is
on its way, and already I hear
the rumblings of keggers, trips
to exotic lands, and endless
strings of parties. Whatever.
Let them have their partay, I have a CD collection
that needs alphabetizing.

Att. Students: Hard Beats & Fast Tracks Fail Tests
by Andrea Castleberry,
Reporter

Music has been called “The
International Language.”
Even though one may not
speak a certain language, he
or she most definitely can
move, sway and be affected
by it. Music does much to
the mind, mood and, most
significant of all, studying
habits. Music can calm
and revitalize in ways even
a lengthy nap can not. It
holds the power to elevate
certain moods, even above all
worries. So when students are
studying for a big test, there
are ways to set the brain up
for failure or for success...
through their headphones.
Committing information
to memory is important in
the early stages of learning
something new; therefore,
it is essential for students

to be able to work in an
environment beneficial to
learning. An environment
suitable would typically
be somewhere quiet,
comfortable, and temperature
controlled. Banging pots and
pans, arguing dorm-mates
and mother’s pesky phone
calls do not constitute as
beneficial here. However,
for some studious ones,
silence is not an option.

Dr. A. Tucker and B.J.
Bushman conducted an
academic experiment in
1991. After dividing a room
of students who were taking
their standardized tests,
leaving half in silence and the
other half with rock music
playing in the background,
Tucker and Bushman graded
the tests. They concluded
that rock and roll music
has a detrimental effect on
mathematical, verbal and

reading comprehension.
That rules out rock
music as a study tool.

Further findings show that
stimulating music serves only
as a distraction. The listener of
the music may find themselves
entranced by the beat or
singing along to the lyrics.
The fast pace rushes the mind,
instead of chilling it out;
this is necessary in order to
properly memorize material.
So although Rihanna does
have some sweet tunes, she
does not create a favorable
learning environment.
However, it is possible that
slow, simple music can
facilitate the learning process.

A special mood is created by
slow, charming music. The
lighter notes and sounds
created by instruments, as
opposed to a turn-table, put
the mind at ease. Such ease

can eliminate stress and open
up the brain to accept new
information. An overload of
information is what causes
that stress in the first place.
With a way to reduce that
problem from occurring,
the studious mind gets more
of a chance to succeed!

All in all, it is not
recommended that the
everyday college student grab
a snack and turn on his or
her iPod to Lady Gaga, 50
Cent, or Aerosmith to study
for the next big test. Instead,
an untypical route of calm,
lyric-less piano music may
do the trick. Thou shall not
bash it until thou try it.

University Lauren Sandefiir studies while listening to her iPod
(Photo by Claire Kallio)
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‘Cheap Night Out’ Appeals to Couples and Singles
by David Cartier, Reporter
Photos by Krista Brown,
Editor-in- Chief

I had no idea what I was
getting myself into when
I signed up to write a
story about FAB’s Cheap
Night Out Event.
I arrived at 5:30 p.m. and
realized I was the only one
at the event thus far. Where
was everybody? Was I the
only one who signed up?
A girl sitting next to the door
asked how many would be
at my table. “How many?
Uhh.. .one.” She then went
to sit me at a table, when I
pointed at a table I would
rather sit at,
one that was
in the corner
and would hide
me well. She
obliged and I
was thankful.

and entertainment for all the
sweethearts at Fontbonne.
And I didn’t even bring a date.

People were making their
way in now. Looks like I
wouldn’t be alone after all.
As I was sitting there, my
waitress, Assistant Director
of Residential Life Leslie
Johnson, came to greet me.
She was also very kind and
asked if I wanted ranch or
Italian on my salad. When it
was brought to my table, its
presentation looked as good as
the table it was put on. After
the first bite I recognized that
this salad was from Ryan’s
mess-hall, a salad I used to eat
on the regular when I lived
in the Joe. It reminded me of

I sat down and
then looked
around. Ihe
Romantic music was provided by FAB & RHA
DSAC looked great.
All the tables had
some good memories, but this
great presentation, a glass of
was no time to lose focus. I
ice water and another with
had a story to write. I ripped
ice tea, a bread roll that came
open my roll and used the
with butter in the shape of
flower butter to compliment
a flower, and pink and red
it, then ate it. It tasted just
M&Ms. 1 thought to myself,
like bread and butter.
this looks a lot like a date
night scene. Then it hit me.
Next came the entree
This was a date night scene.
portion. I had signed up for
A pre-valentine’s day dinner

I realized people had started
the chicken, but while I was
staring. I tried to smile it
sitting there waiting for it,
off, but I don’t think all the
I had an insatiable lust for
chocolate caught in my teeth
pasta. Too late, I thought,
helped a bit. Embarrassment
grin and bear it. The chicken
crept up my spine like a
was served with rice and
leech. “I have got to get out
steamed veggies. I picked up
of here,” I thought. “They’ve
my napkin, tucked it into my
collar and dug
in. The food was
delicious. Then,
as I was eating,
a young woman
stepped up onto
the stage and
began playing
some music on
the piano. She
was accompanied
by a tall man
Freshman Libby Brauss serves dinner to junior
playing a huge
that
Mary Gould and senior Sara Hermann
stick with strings
sounded a lot like a
spotted me.” It would only
bass. They were good, and the
be a matter of time before
sounds helped me relax a bit.
they started asking questions.

After dinner, I was looking
for a chance to duck out
undetected. I had class, plus
I noticed the couple next
to me started making out
pretty hardcore. “Time to
go,” I thought. Then, right
as I was about to make my
move, Leslie dropped a glass
full of chocolate mousse with
whipped cream on top right
in front of me. I took one
look and knew my escape had
to be postponed. No one told
me there was dessert! I picked
up my spoon and gave it a
taste. In a word, delectable.
I licked the glass clean before

“Uhh, actually I don’t have
one. I’m just here to write
the story for the newspaper.
Nobody told me this was
a date night event. I think
I was tricked,” I replied.

“Well, now you’re a food
critic,” he said as he
walked away laughing.

“Good God, man, you’re
right,” I thought as I wiped
more chocolate from my
face. That’s what I could
write about, the food. I
mean, it was the only
thing that had kept me
company for these past 45
minutes. Thanks, Geoff.

So, now dinner was over.
Entertainment would be
in full swing very soon. I
imagined a lot of slow dancing
and maybe some frolicking in
the chocolate fountain that I
At this point, class had
noticed on the far side of the
never sounded so good.
room. That sounded like
something that needed to
be left to all the couples, so
I decided my time here had
expired. 1 said thank you to
Leslie Johnson, popped a
handful of those pink and
red M&Ms into my mouth,
and made my way to class
to which I was now 30
Junior Stephen Werkmeister andfreshman
minutes late to. But it was
Maggie Pohl enjoy their meal
well worth it. Well done,
Then, Assistant Director of
FAB and RHA. Well Done.
Student Development, Geoff
Edwards, came up to me.
“Where’s your date?”
he asked. I cringed.

Andrea’s Thrifty Tips for Shopping on a Budget
by Andrea Castleberry,
Reporter

The typical University
student’s financial focus being
school books, Starbucks, and
dating leaves no wonderment
as to why the “lack of
funds” light often pops up
at the ATM. The last thing
a starving, hard-working
student should be forced to do
is to walk around looking like
a bum! So, being the generous
go-to-gal that I am, I have
compiled some tips and tricks
of the trade for any and every
student to keep in mind while
attempting to update their
wardrobe on a strict budget.
The easiest way to save money
is to be thrifty! There are tons
of options when it comes to

thrift stores; for the University
student, Thrift Plus and Rago-Rama are close by at the
Delmar Loop. Value Village
and Goodwill sit conveniently
on Watson Road. Thrift stores
can be tricky. You must set
aside time to dig for deals. I
have pressed my luck many
times and come out with
absolutely nothing. However,
other times, I feel like I have
hit a gold mine. One thrifty
shopping venture I exited
with two Express skirts, a
Betsey Johnson purse, a pair
of Marc Jacobs shoes, and
3 pairs of Levi jeans for the
grand total of $22! Now that
is what I like to call a success
story. A successful thrift store
shopper should use patience
and his or her nose to find

the best. My advice; leave the
rest. There are times when
clothing items may smell
strange, contain holes on
the seams, and/or have no
structure left. These are the
types to leave for the un-lucky
others (unless you love to do
laundry or are a seamstress
on the side, of course).
Along with the resale
shop concept, reusing and
reinventing clothes is always
a cheap venture. Old t-shirts
are easily spiced up with a
pair of scissors and a touch
of creativity. My sixth grade
D.A.R.E tee now has the
collar cut off to expose my
shoulders. I have seen some
t-shirts also transformed
into club wear like, tube

tops and halters. In addition
to t-shirts, jeans that are
out of date or too short can
become a brand new pair of
ripped-up Bermuda shorts.
Please note: this can look
tacky; approach with caution.
Sparkly thread, glitter glue,
and fabric dye can also come
in handy when old clothes
are ready to take the plunge.
You must not be afraid to
ask a friend. There is a high
advantage to having a sister
or best friend who wears the
same size! That adds up to
double the closet amount! In
high school, my girlfriends
and I would wear each others’
clothes, switch handbags, and
even borrow shoes. As long as
you instill careful use, there

should be no problems. And
when a piece of someone’s
wardrobe is on someone
else, it can look completely
different. My best friend
carried a vintage handbag for
a year. After she got bored
with it we switched, and I
had daily compliments on it!

Thus far, you have only
invested a few dollars in
revamping your wardrobe.
Here comes just a few “I will
miss you, money” moments.
Invest, invest, invest. You
should always buy pieces that
will last for awhile. These
staples include (but are not
limited to) a black dress,
sturdy heels, a white button
See “Tips” on next page

Freshmen Libby Brauss and Maggie Pohl
at FISH’s Mardi Gras Tent Event...
Check out FISH’s next Tent Event on
3/25 @ 9pm in the Meadow featuring
music, Fitz’s Rootbeer, pizza, a scavenger
hunt, and root beer flip cup! For more
info on FISH, check out their Facebook
group page.
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THE HONOR SOCIETY OF
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The Fontbonne Chapter of Phi Kappa Phi is proud to announce the names of those Fontbonne students who have
been invited to join our chapter. Phi Kappa Phi is the nation’s oldest, largest, and most selective all-discipline honor
society. To be eligible, these students have been ranked in the top 7.5% of junior GPAs or the top 10% of graduating
students. We hope they will take advantage of this opportunity to join Phi Kappa Phi. Please congratulate them on
their accomplishments.
Daniele Klees
Russell Orf
Randall Staub

Candice A iello

Mary Engel

June Allen

Jennifer Enright

Jane Knerr

Monette Overton

Mary Steiger

Henrietta Arnold

Christina Evers

George Kruse

Jacob Paasch

Kelly Stilts

Mary Ashelin

Daniel Fannon

Linda Krygiel

Tylanna Patton

Debra Suchanek

Jennifer Barge

Steven Faust

Christine LaChance

Amanda Pinkston

James Surgeon, Jr.

Dena Barry

Sharon Ferree

Michelle Laird

Candace Poindexter

Tashana Syas

Jennifer Bartels

Catherine Fontana

Molly Lancaster

Michael Pranschke

Kathryn Tabor

Meghan Berti

Karen Ghrist

Mark Laury

Nicole Prater

Holly Thompson

Phillip Bettison

Stefanie Giacopelli

Teresa Losito

Thomas Puetz

Amy Timmersman

Sherri Boeck

Jean Marie Glass

Karen Loyal

Elizabeth Purnell

Thomas Tipton II

Paris Bouchard

Brandy Greiner

Tom Magnan

Beth Rabinowitz

Jacquelyn VanAlstyne

Eva-Marie Braden

Andrea Grus

Oma Maldonado

Jodi Ramos

Kelly Voigt

Jennifer Bradford

Thomas Guinn

Emily Manoff-Clark

Jarret Randoil

Jordan Von Wurmb

Kristi Brannan

Linda Hagen

Pelayo Mason Pelayo

Jean Rebollo

Erica Weis

Jenny Bryant

Lauren Hall

Brenna Matysik

Regina Reynolds

Leslie Wells

Dawn Burnell

Tanya Hanneken

Mary Maxfield

Iris Robinson Riddle

Jacquelyn West

Melinda Calvert

Susan Hark

Jamie Merritt

Tina Rogers

Dawn White

Heather Carl

Joyce Hauck

Christine Meyer

Ann Rose

Frances Williams

Monica Cissell

Diane Haug

Vincent Milford

Tracy Rutledge

Rachelle Wilson

Carolyn Conway

Melva Haythome

Elizabeth Mosher

Erin Sander

Gabrielle Woeltje

Vicki Corey

Martha Higgins

Katherine Mueller

Linda Schaeffer

Allison Worley

Demetria Cotilla

Jinnia Hirbe

Lauren Murphy

Katherine Schmitt

Molly Wright

Lisa DeBerry

Lisa Hollowell

Walter Murray

Patricia Schodrowski

Kathryn Wynne

Kimberly Derringer

Leah Huelsing

Lester Neal, III

Amanda Schoenekase-Forget

Kristin Yochum

Monica Dickens

Elizabeth Hughes

Margret Nieva

Neil Schraith

Janet Zielinski

Carrie Doll

Willie Humphrey

Amanda Norrenberns

Kelly Schumacher

Tiffany Zimmermann

Danielle Donahue

Rebecca Jackson

Mark Oakley

Elizabeth Seely

Claire Dorwart

AdrieneJefferson

Debbie Ogle

Melanie Smith

Benjamin Dreisewerd
\jamie Ehrhart

Donald Kaiping

Kristin Ogletree-Cook

Pamela Smythe-Hrivnak

Katherine Kaiser

Mary Oldham

Cary Spiegel

“Tips” cont’dfrom p. 15

“Red Herring” cont’dfrom p. 13
members, including myself,
just couldn’t keep it in. Ihe
dialogue was grade “A”
comedy, no swearing or
vulgarity, or even mocking
behavior was needed to entice
laughter from the crowd,
every 10-15 seconds.

while the actors took their
positions. Each scene lasted
about five minutes. Because
it was Valentine’s Day
Evening, couples filled the
theater and were able to
connect to the plays theme
of love and marriage.

Seasoned actors and a
revamped theater, added an
air of professionalism to the
production. As theatergoers
stepped into the theater, the
stages rouged motif gave the
feeling of time travel to a
world unlike today. Music
from the 40’s and 50 s played
in the background as an
audience of about thirty
or more patrons took to
their seats. The music also
transitioned scene changes,
and entertained the audience

There are numerous upcoming
Theater Productions such as
“An Almost Holy Picture”
presented by Mustard Seed
Theatre from March 615, “The Good Times Are
Killing Me,” also presented
by Mustard Seed from April
17- May 3, and “Stories on
Stage” a free production
presented by The Staging
Literature class on May 9, at
2 p.m. It’s live entertainment
and commercial free.

should always buy pieces that
will last for awhile. These
staples include (but are not
limited to) a black dress,
sturdy heels, a white button
down, jeans, a winter coat,
and tennis shoes. If done
properly, any shopper could
go years without replacing
these items. Therefore,
spending a few additional
bucks is not a crime here.

If thrift stores and recreations
of the past are not your thing,
there is always the deal-lover’s
best friend... coupons. One
easy way to receive discounts
through places like department
stores is to sign up for their
credit card. The key to success
here is to bring the card
only into that specific store
to use its discount-reaping

benefits. Also, there are always
coupons in daily magazines
and newspapers. Surprisingly
enough, grocery stores are
not the only retail venues
that have taken advantage of
such widely-used advertising
space. With coupons in
hand, a student shopper
should proudly head into
his or her favorite stores and
plow toward the back where
beautiful clearance specials
secretly lie. There should be
no shame in hunting through
the clearance racks, only pride
for taking hold of such steals.
Recently, I headed to Macy’s
and found a dress for $30
on clearance. I proceeded to
the checkout counter and
used my Macy’s card and
only had to pay $20! Those

are the types of experiences
you should be having.
I feel that my guide can
especially be usefill in
these economy downtimes.
Hopefully it will benefit my
reader as it has benefited
myself over the years. It is
about time students should
start seeing a little more
green in their wallets.

Questions?
Comments?
Story Ideas?
Hit us up
fontbanner @aoL com

